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To my Dear Brethren, 
Inhabiting in and about 
Southrepps, in Norfolk : 
Grace, Mercy, and 
Peace, ©c. 


Beloved in our Lord, 
'Heſe enſuing Diſcourſes , 


. which were lately Preach- 
ed to your Ears, ate now pre- 
\ ſented to your Eyes, nob for their 
Worth or Excellency, but becauſe 
[ hope (through the Divine Bleſ- 
ling ) they may be (tho plain) yet 
profitable, I Dedicate them to F 
| A 2 Jou,” a 


ws.” 


you, 2s a Teſtimony of my fim- a 
cere Love to your Souls, and 
fervent deſire of your increaſe 
and growth in Grace, and in the t/ 
Pal. 92. 12, Anowledge of our Lord tf 
T3. Zeſus, That as you iy 
are Plantcd in the Houſe of the by 
Lord, you may flouriſh in the 2 
Courts of our God, And wi 
whereas ſome of you are of a long fe, 
flanding in Chriſtianity, and ay 
have almoſt finiſhed your courſe ſpe 
in Nature, fo you may in Old my 
Age ſtill bring forth fruit, and exe 
be fat, and flourijhing : That it to 
may be ſaid of you, as of that am 
Church, Rev. 2. 19. that your 
laſt Works are more and better Pre 
than the firſt. It is a great Ad 
Bleſſing and Bleſſedneſs, to have per 
Grace moſt vigorous when Grace the 
anda 


IC 


nd 


ng fection, 


nd 


and Glory are about to meet. 


My Gray Hairs do alſo admoniſh 
me, that I muſt ſhortly put off 


this my Tabernacle, therefore 1 


think it meet, ſo long as I am 
in this Tabernacle, to ſtir you up 
by putting you in ve- | 


membrance. This 2 Pet, I. 13. 
: 2 COT. 13. 9. 
wiſh even your Per- 2 Cor.1n2.15. 


for which I 


am willing to ſpend, and to be 


rſe ſpent : And if in any thing 1 


ld 
nd 


t 


our 
ter 
eal 


may promote your internal and 
eternal good, and be ſerviceable 
to your beſt Intereſt herein, I do, 
and jhall rejoice. 

[he moſt of theſe Sermons were 
Preached on the occafion of the 
Adminiſtration of the Lords Sup- 


ave per, and my deſign in Printing 


ace 
ana 


them is, that - you may have this 
4:2 little 


little piece ready to be a help tg 
you, in your preparations for this 
Holy Ordinance. Here you may 
find ſomething to direft you; and 
ſomething to quicken you, Here 
you may ſee (as in a Mirrour) the 
Love of Chriſt, his dying love to 
your S*uls, that you may be con- 
ſtrained t9 love him much, whom 
you can never love too much. 
In ſubſerviency hereunto, I have 
adjoined this ſmall Treatije of 
the Life of Faith, without which 
we can neither ſerve the Lord in 
any of bis holy Adminiſtrations 
to acceptation, nor enjoy him to 
our comfort, Faith being the prin- 
cipal ingredient in all our Du- 
ties; without which it is im- 
Heb.11.6.27. pof/ible to pleaſe God. 
Ir zs by Faith that we ſee him 


wh0 


to who is inviſible; that Joh. 5. 4. 
is we build upon the Rock of Apes ; 
ay that we get Victory over the World, 
»1 and live about it in the upper 
re Region of Grace and Comfort : 
he That we receive the Joh. 1. 12. 
to Lord Jeſus Chrift for Gal. 2. 20. 
n- Our Juſtification, and live on him, 
m truſt in him, adhere to him, love 
-h, him, and rejoice in him, as if 
ve we ſam him with our Eyes : 
of That we are able to 

-h deny our ſelves, our 1 Pet.1.8. 

: : Heb. 11.20, 25- 
in own wiſdom, wills 

IN and a ſſections, and C hooſe afflictHt- 
to ons rather than ſin, and vanguijh 
n- the dread and bonour of Death 
u- It ſelf. Theſe are the noble ex- 
= erciſes and high adings of this 
d, excellent Grace of Faith, 


0 And 


And now Brethren, 
that our Lord would 
count you Worthy of this calling, 
and fulfil all the good pleaſure of 
his Goodneſs, and the work of 
Faith with Power, that the Name 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be 
glorified in you, and ye in him, 
according to the Grace of our God, 
and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. That 
he would build you up, and give 
Atts 20. 32. you an Inheritance a- 
mong all them which are Sanili- 
fied, is, and ſhall be the earneſl 
Prayer of 


2 Th. 1. 11, 
I2. 


YOURS, 
In the Service of the Goſpel, 


Chriſtopher Amiraut, 


SERM. 


(1) 


SERMON JI. 


t Cor-.11. 24. 


This do in Remembrance of me. 


H E Apoſtle, in this Chapter, 
doth reprove theſe Cormmthians 
tor their diſorderly praftice in 
receiving the Lords Supper, wer. 20. 
21, 22. their deportment in partaking 
of this Sacred Ordinance, was both 
ſinful and ſcandalous; and then he 
gives Rules and Directions for the right 
management thereof, 1o as the ends 
of its Inſtitution may be anſwered, ver. 
26.28. He doth allo ſhew the great 
danger of an unworthy communicating 
in this holy appointment, ver. 27, 29, 
Zv. 
in 
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In the words two things obſervable, 

1. A Command. This do. 

2. The ground and reaſon of it, in 
remembrance of me, your Lord and 
Saviour, who was Sacrificed for you, 
according to this twofold diviſion of 
the Text, theſe two Dodtrines te be 
obſerved : 

x. Deftrine: That it is the duty of 
true believers to receive. the Lords 
Supper. This do. 

2. Dottrine: That the great ground 
of the Inſtitution of his holy Ordinance 
is in commemoration of Jeſus Chriſt : 


This do in remembrance of me: To 


begin with the firſt, that it is the duty 
of all true believers to receive the 
Lords Supper. 

This 1s the duty enjoined in the 
Text, and it is often inculcated in this 
Chapter, ver. 25. This cup is the new 


teftament in my blood : this do ye, as oft | 


as ye drink it. So wer.28. But let a 
man examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat 
of that bread, aud drink of that CUP. It 


13 not lett at liberty whether we will or 


no, but expreſly and abſolutely enjoin- 


ed 


a _— Ke ©» -_. 
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ed, as much as any other duty 3 there 
is the ſame Royal command requiring 
this duty as any other, I fay for belie- 
vers, not for all. 

This is not ſo univerſally enjoined 
as having the Word Preached, becauſe 
the Preaching the Word 1s a converting 
Ordinance, but the Sacrament 1s a 
confirming Ordinance, and doth fup- 
poſe Converſion. 

[. The Reaſons why ir-isa duty upon 
all believers to partake of the Lords 
Supper, are 

rt. Becauſe it's the duty of Chriſtians 
to obey the commands of Chriſt, and 
every command, the leaſt as well as 
the greateſt, for every command has 
the ſtamp of Divine Authority upon 
it. Thisof receiving the Lords Supper 
is none of the leaſt of Chriſts. com- 
mands. 

2. Becauſe that all believers have an 
equal right and ſhare in Jeſus Chriſt, 
and ſo an equal right to partake of this 
holy Ordinance, Gal. 3. 28. all rhe 
Children of God by Faith in Chriſt 
Jeius, and fo an equal right to the be- 

netits 
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nefits and priviledges purchaſed by 
Chriſt. This was ſignified by the ga- 
thering of Manna (which was a Type 
of Chriſt) he that gathered much had 
nothing over, and he that gathered 
little had nolack, Exo. 16. 18. to 
ſhew that all believers have an equal 
ſhare and proportion in Chriſt. 

3- Becauſe itis the duty of all Chri- 
ſtians to commemorate Chriſt. This 


is the reaſon in the Text, Chriſt and, 
the benefits we receive by him, are to 


be had in everlaſting remembrance. 
We ſhould fay in this caſe as the Pſal- 
miſt, Pſal. 137. 5. If 1 forget thee, 0 
Feruſalem, let my right hand forget her 
canning. Much more ſhould we fay 
of the God of Jeruſalem, the Lord: Je- 

ſus Chriſt, | 
4. Becauſe it 15 theduty of believers 
to manifeſt their love to Jeſus Chriſt, 
who hath ſo largely expreſſed and de- 
monſtrated his love to them, Cant. r- 
12. There will Igive thee my loves, faith 
the Spouſe to her beloved, we? ſhould 
partake, and ſo partake in this holy $a- 
crament, as to grve cur loves to Chriſt. 
John 
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John 14. 15. If ye love me keep my com- 
mandments. And obedience to the 
commands of_ Chriſt, is a badge of the 
true ſriends of Chriſt. John 15. 14. Te 
are my friends, if ye do whatſoever I com- 
mand you. It ye do in deſire and en- 
deavour, and they are written in .the 
Book of Liſe thar do what they can, 
tho they cannot do what they ſhould. 

5. Becauſc it is the duty of believers 
to ſhew forth the Lords death til! he 
come, in their profeſſion and prattice ; 
and by a ſubjecion to this holy Inſti- 
tution, we ſhew forth Chriſts death, 
x1 Cor. 11.26, 

Il. As it is the duty of believers to 
receive the Lords Supper, ſo to re- 
ceive it often, which 1s intimated in 
the fore-mentioned ſcripture, As often 
as you eat this bread, and drink this 
cup, &c. It was the praftice of the 
Primitive Times, to celebrate this holy 
Sacrament of the Supper every Lords 
Day. 

Obj. But as it is one duty to receive 
the Lords Supper, fo it 1s one duty to 
be prepared for it, and Ido not find 

my 
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my ſelf fit, and therefore I think it 
better to forbear than to come, leſt 
eating and drinking unworthily, I 
ſhould eat and drink Damnation to 
my ſelf. 

Anſw. This 1s a great Remora and 
Obſtacle in the way of many, I ſhall 
therefore labour to remove it. 

x. It is the duty of all Chriſtians, 
greatly incumbent upon them, to be 
prepared to put on their Wedding 
Garment, when they come to Fealt 
with Chriſt at his Table, and preat 
care 1s to be taken to prepare our ſelves 
tor communion with Chriſt in this ho- 
ly Ordinance ; and not only an habi- 
tual, but an actual preparation is need- 
tul. 

2. It is our duty alſo, to ſhew our 
ready obedience to this command of 
Chriſt, lcſt we put a ſlight on his ho- 
ly Ordinance ; therefore we are not 
to forbear upon every doubt or ſcru- 
ple that do ariſe in our minds, it is the 
policy of Saran to inje& ſcruples into 
our minds, and fill our hearts with 
fearsand doubts, to hinder us from our 
duty. 0 
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3. A real ſence of thy unfitneſs and 
unworthineſs, do not argue thee to be | 
ſo, but rather the contrary ; true grace 
isever ſuſpicious of itſelf. When the 
Lord Jeſus told his Diſciples that one 
of them ſhould betray him, they ra- 
ther ſuſpeed themſelves than Fudas, 
who was the Traytor. This holy 
Jealouſie of thine, ſuppoſeth thou haſt 
deſcended into thine own heart, and 
taken a view of thy ſpiritual ſtate and 
condition. 

They are moſt fit that think them- 
ſelves leaſt fit ; they are moſt worthy 
that live in the ſence of their own un- 
worthineſs ; they are faireſt in Gods 
eyes who are blackeſt in their own. 
Doſt thou ſay with holy Facob, Ger. 32. 
10. 1 am not worthy of the lzaft of all thy 
mercies? Art thou a humble felft-con- 


, demning Soul, thou art a fit Commus- 


nicant, x Cor. 11.34. A man hath 
never the more fins becauſe he ſees 
his ſins ; no more unfit becauſe he 

judgeth himſelf to be ſo. 
4 A ſence of weakneſs of Grace, 
and the power and ſtrength of Cor- 
ruption, 
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i 


ruption, ſhould be no bar in a Chriſti- 
ans- way from coming to the Lords 
Supper, for it is the moſt cftectual 
means to ſtrengthen weak Grace, and 
ro ſubdue firong Corruptions; and 
therefore to negle& this Ordinance 
upon this Plea, is to hinder our ſelves 
of the beſt means of getting power 
over corruptions; The Croſs of Chriſt 
1s Sins Terror, and the Souls Armour, 
The more weak thou art, the more 
need thou haſt of this Ordinance; it 
is obſervable what Chriſt ſaid to Peter, 
Joh. 21. 15. Feed my lambs. The Lord 
takes care that his Lambs, his weak 
and tecble ones thould be ted 3 and he 
is faid to gather his Lambs with his 
arm, and carry them in his boſom, 
and ſhall gently lead thoſe that are 

with young, //az. 4o. rr. 
7ſe. It this be fo, then it is the duty 
of all Chriſtians to put themſelves into 
a capacity, that they may orderly, and 
in 2 Goſpel way, partake of this holy 
Sacrament, by ſub:nitring to the Go- 
vernment of Chriſt in his Churches. 
There are many that have. a funde- 
mental 


i 
p 


is 
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mental right, and yet are not capact-. 


rated to injoy their right by lying ſhort 
of their duty ; the Lords Supper 1s an 
Ordinance to be adminiſtred in the 
Church of Chriſt. 

Two things the Scripture ſpeaks of, 
Faith and Order ; theretore it is not 
enough that a man be a true believer, 
but he muſt ſubmit to the order of 
the Goſpel, elſe he cannot regularly 
come under this holy adminiſtration, 
Col.2 5. Let thoſe think of this who 
[kurt themſelves out from this holy 
Ordinance, by not coming up to the 
terms of the Goſpel. 

2. For Exhortation - Then come to 
the Lords Supper, in obedience to the 
command of Chriſt. 

Contider theſe two things. 

r. It 1s your Duty. 

2. Your Priviledge. 

. It is your Duty : This do. Here 
1s 4 ' Divine injunction. 

But how ſhall I come fo, as to be 
welcome to the Lords Table? 

r. Then come humble ; bring a 


broken heart along with thee. As the 
B Paſſo- 
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Paſſover was eaten With bitter Herbs, | 4 
ſo feed upon Chriſt with the bitter | 
ſence of thy ſins. As he was broken | m 
for you, ſo be you broken for ſin. If | 
you come with broken hearts, Chriſt | G 

- will commune with you, he will ſup | 
with you, and you with him, Revel. | ar 
3-20. A broken humble heart 1s a 
heart opened to receive Jeſus Chriſt : 
This is the heart the Lord hath choſen | p 
to dweliin, Tſatah57. x5. The high- ! y 
eſt Heavens, and the loweſt Hearts, | $ 
are his habitations, he will bind up the C 
broken hearted, 7/ai. 61. 1. And no | 5; 
Veſſels the Lord Jeſus delights to fill | # 
like broken Veſſels. | | 

2. Come holily in a holy and hea- | + 
venly manner: Come with thy Wed- | 5 
ding Garment on, Faith and Holineſs. ) t 
Thou art to meet the holy God, there- 
fore come in a holy manner 3 holinels | } 
becomes Gods Houſe for ever, Pſal.g 3. | ( 
5. and this Garment of holineſs never | l 
becomes the Saints better, than when ] 
they approach to God in this holy Or- | + 
dinance. When you go to a Feaſt you 
will put on your beſt Garments, - 

take 


- 
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take heed of coming to this holy Feaſt 
with thy filthy Garments on. Re- 
member the King fits at his Table, the 


+ Lord is there preſent to behold his 


Gueſts, Matth. 22. 11. 

3. Come reverently with a holy awe 
and dread of God upon thy heart; 
have an awful ſence of the Divine 
preſence ; though there 1s not the Cor- 
poral (as the Papiſts ridiculouſly fay ) 
yet there is his real Spiritual preſence. 
Say as Jacob when he had his Viſion of 
God, Gen. 28. 16, 17. Surely the Lord 
is in this place: And how dreadful is 
this place ' this is non? other but the 
houſe of God, and this is the gate of hea- 
ven.Asthe Name of theCity was called 
Tehovah Shammah, Ezek. 4.35.50 fay of 
the holy Sacrament, the Lord is there. 

4- Come boldly with a holy and 
humble confidence, Heb: 4. 15, 16. 
Our great High Prieſt hath paved for 
us 4 new and living way into the ho- 
lieſt, by his own blood, Heb. 10. rg, 
20. Come as Children to a Father, 
and the more clear thy intereſt is in 


Chriſt, the more confidently thou 
B 2 wilt 
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wilt come. Get thy ſelf clear from 
the guilt of al! fin ; lcr no ſin lye upon 
thy conſcience, for that will hinder 
thy confidence, 1 Foh. 3. 20, 21. It our 
heart condemn us, God 1s greater than 


our heart, and knoweti all tlungs. If 


our heart condemn us, not then have 
we confidence towarus God. The 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is cloatied with our 
fleſh ; he is our Redcemicr, our Kinl- 
man, our elder Brotlier : Nevis dedit 
Arrhabonem ſpiritus a Nobis accepit 
Arrhabonem carnis, He hath given us 
the earneſt of his ſpirit, and hath re- 
ceived of us the earneſt of our fleth. 
5. Come with earneſt longings and 
breathings alter Criſt, with a good 
appetite. Reincmber thou comelit to 
a Feaſt, to a rich Banquet of Wine, 
Tſai. 25. 6- Clriit is a Fountain to fill 
thee, he is an Occan, andnot one drop 
of him but 1s ol admirable efficacy ; he 
1s a Pearl, and {o tne leaft of that muſt 
be very precious. Pant and breath af- 
ter the Lord, 2s the Hart after the 
Water Brooks, F/.al. 4z. 1,2. Come 
with inlarged - aclires, Chriſt can fill 


and 


WO 


[ 


| 0 _ 
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and {atisfie all thy defires, though ne” 
ver ſo inlarged; eye that promiſe» 
Matth. 5.6. Bleſſe d are they which do 
hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, for 
they (hall be filled. Bring all thy wants 
to Chriſt, he will ſupply them : He 

will ſay, Fat. 0 friends, drink ye, drink 
abundantly, 0 my beloved, Cant. 5.1 

6. Come believirgly, let Faith be 
in its lively exerciſe ; by Faith we ſee 
Chriſt, and feed upon him. Chriſt is 
a Feaſt to Faith; he gives himlclt. 
Chriſt hath not only given himſelt to 
Believers as their Sacrifice, but he 
hath given himſelf to them as their Por- 
tion 3 he hath given them Jus fleih to 
cat, and his blood to drink ; they are 
his by a dear purchaſe, and he is theirs 
by a ſweet communion. Come to 
Chriſt in this holy Ordinance, as to a 
Fountain to waſh thee, as to a Phyfi- 
cian to heal thee ; cat his fleſh, and 
drink his blood, whoſe fleſh is meat 
indeed, and whole blood is drink 1n- 
deed. Halt thou a troubled diſquieted 
Sou!, come to Chriſt for reſt. It was 
a goed expreliion of one, ubi tuta firma- 


B 3 que 
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que requtes nift in vulneribus ſalvatoris, 
where is there ſafe and ſure reſt for the 
weary Soul, but in the wounds of a 
Saviour ; and every wound of Chriſt 
is a City of Refuge to the purſued Soul 
of a Chriſtian. 

7, Come with love to Jeſus Chriſt, 
with thy heart full of love. Let thy 
heart aſcend in the flames of Jove. 
Say as the Spouſe, Cazt. 7.12. There 
will T grve thee my loves. Let all thy 
love center in him who 1s the Element 
of love; conſider the great love of 
Chriſt to thee, that thou maye!t be 1n- 
flamed with love to him, Cart. 1. 4. 
We will remember thy love more thay 
wine : the upright love thee. Love 1s 
the Loadſtone of Love. Gods firſt 
love was in making of man like him» 
ſelf. His ſecond great love was in 
making himſclt like man ; remember 
this, that thou mayeſt ſet thy love 
wholly upon Chriſt. 

8. Come rejoycingly with great 
gladneſs, as thoſe that come to a Feaſt: 
When Solomon was made King, they 
did eat and drink with great gladnefſs. 

L Chron, 
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1 Chron 29. 22, eat and drink with 
great gladnels in the preſence of the 
King of Heaven ; there are the rareſt 
comforts, and the ſweeteſt conſolati- 
ons flowing from the Croſs of Chriſt. 

9. Come expectingly, with great ex- 
petitions of the benefits to be recet- 
ved ; come with the heart open to 
Chriſt, and he will have his heart 
open to thee. Believe it, Gods heart 
is open, Chriſts heart is open, and {hall 
we be ſtrait hearted, and narrow ſpt- 
rited 2 Open thy mouth wide and he 
will fill it ; here are repreſented and 
exhibited all rhe benefits and bleſſings 
of Chriſts Death. If we come with 
expectation, he will never ſend us away 
without ſatisfaction ; ſay therefore 
with the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 62. 5. my ex- 
pectations are from him. It is well 
obſerved by one, that there was never 
any that came to Chriſt to be healed, 
or helped in any kind, but they came 
with a ſtrong expectation to receive 
the benefit they came for ; if a Leper 
came, 1t was with expectation of 


cleanſing ; if a Blind came, it was 


B 4 with 
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with expectation of receiving his ſight ; 
if a Lame man came, it was with ex- 
peRation of the reſtiturion of his limbs. 
We never read of any that came to the 
Lord Jeſus, but they came with ex- 
pectation. Come with great expeCta- 
tion to this holy Supper of the Lord, 
this Feaſt of fat things. And (© much 
for the duty, * 

The next thing to be conſidered 1s 
your priviledge ; as it is your duty, ſo 
It is Your priviledge : the Lord hath 
made that your priviledge which 1s 
your duty, and in comin? to this Sa- 
cred Ordinance and holy In{ticution 
of Chriſt, we ſhould eye both. 

x. Is it not your Priv:ledge to meet 
with the Bridegroom of your Souls 2 
and to Feaſt with him 2 to be brought 
into his Banquetting-houſe 2 and to 
have his Banner of love over you ? 
Cant. 2. 4. here you may ſee the King 
in his beauty * here you may taſte and 
ſee how gracious the beloved is. 

2. Is it not your Priviledge to have 
communion with the Angels, and the 
General Aſſembly of the firſt born, 

whoſe 


Ss 
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whoſe Names are writteh in Heaven ? 
Heb. 12.22. But ye are come unto monnr 
Sion, and unto the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Feruſalem, Sc. ' in this 
holy Ordinance, as we have commu- 
nion with the bleſſed Trinity, the Fa- 
ther, Son, and holy Spirit, fo with the 
holy Angels and glorified Saints. 

3. It is a priviledge to have com- 
mun1ion with one another : here is 11 
this holy Sacrament the communion 
of Saints ; they have communion 1n 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt, x Cor. 
LO. 17. We being many are one bread, 
and one body : for we are all partaxers 
of that one bread. No tellowthip is 
comparable to this of communicn of 
$ainis; no ſuch oneneſs and intirenels 
any where, as among thole who are 
jo:ned together by the force of Faith 
and Love, Cant. 6. 9. My Dove is but 
one, the dauzhters ſaw her and bleſſed 


her ; other Societies ( faitifone) are but 


as the Clay in the Toes of Nebathar- 
nezzars Image, they may cleave rogt 
ther, but not incorporate one Into 3:11 
ther, The tellowſhip of Saints is founc- 
Ci! 


— 
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ed upon their fellowſhip with Chriſt, 
x Joh. 1.3. as in the holy Sacrament 
they have the neareſt, deareſt, and 
ſweeteſt communion with him, ſo one 
with another. 


= + W:'* 


II. Odqrine is this, That this Ho- 
ly Ordinance of the Lords 
Supper was Inſtituted in commemora- 
tion of Chriſt : This do in remembrance 
of me, Luk. 22. 19. And faith the 
Apoſtle, x Cor. 11.26. As often as: ye 
eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye 
do ſhew forth the Lords death till he 
come. It is commemorative of Chriſt ; 
the very end of its inſtitution is to re- 
member him who dyed for us. 
In the proſecution of this Doftrine, 
T ſhall ſpeak to theſe three particulars : 


1. What 


t 
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1. What it 1s to remember Chri't. 


IT. What of Chriſt are we eſpecially 
to remember, in coming to this holy 
Ordinance. 


IT. Why are we to rememberChrift. 


I. What it is to remember Chriſt : 

r. It denotes a thankful acknow- 
ledoment of his grace and favour. 
This holy Sacrament is called the 
Eucharift, a Thank-offering ; and one 
of the Ancients called the Lords Sup- 
per, Food made up all of thankſgi- 
ving. This remembrance of Chriſt 
is oppoſite” to a forgetting of him. Pſal. 
103. 2. Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and 
forget not all his benefits. Forgetfulneſs 
and unbelicf do much hinder praiſe 
we cannot be thankful for the means 
or mercies we forget. 

2. It imports a recording the expe- 
riences of Divine Goodneſs in our 
hearts, to keep a Regiſter of them in 
our ſouls, not to ſutter the 2” 

® 
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of the grace and love of Chriſt to wear 
out. Pſal. 119. 93. I will never for- 
get thy precepts, for with them thou haſt 
quickned me, 

3. To remember Chriſt, denote 
the exciting and ſtirring up of ſuch 
inward aite&tions in the Soul, as are 
proper for, and ſuitable to ſuch a 
ſweet objz& as Chriſt is ; as love to 
him, delight in him, carneſt brcathings 
after him, and hope and confidence 
in him. To remember Chriſt, 1s not 
a bare act of the memory, we do nor 
remember Chriſt, unleſs there be fuit- 
able affe&tions to him ſtirred up, and 
Excited in our ſouls. FEcclzf, 12. I. 
Solomon calling the young man to 
remember his Creator, he intends thus 
much, that he ſhould remember to 
love, fear. and obey iim. This 1s a 
right xemembrance ot Chriſt, when 
there is an excitation of {uch affei- 
ons in our Souls as are ſuitable to 
him. 

: Il. What of Chrift are w2 to remem- 
er ? 
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1. His Love: That is the beſt thing 
in Chriſt, Caxt. I. 4. We will remember 
thy love more than wine. The thoughts 
of the Love of Chriſt doth reliſh more 
ſweetly than Wine, or the ſweeteſt crea- 
ture-comforts. 

1. His ancient Love ; That old Love 
might not be forgotten, the Lords 
Supper was inſtitured ; Chriſts love 
was from Eternity, it is of great Anti- 
quity, Prov. 8. 3o, 33+ rejoicing in the 
habitable part of the earth, and my de- 
lights were with the ſons of Men, Chriſts 
ancient love is here expreſſed, Fer. 31. 
3. 4 have loved thee with an everlaſting 
love : It is ſo both a parte ante, and a 
parte poſt ; from everlaſting to everla- 
ſting, Jehn 13. 1. He loves to theend, 
and 1n the end ; his love doth not de- 
cay or decline, but its as freſh and vi- 
gorous as ever ; Chriſts love is like 
himſcli, a Sun that ſhines always with 
the like brightneſs. 

2. It is free Love: There was no- 
thing in us to oblige the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt to love us; he loved us not only 
above, but contrary to our deſert; 
there 
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there was nothing lovely in us, nothing 
to invite or draw forch his love to- 
wards us. Indeed we have nothing 
we can call properly our own but Sin 
and Ignorance. The remembrance of 
his free love ſhould greatly influence 
and excite our love to him : Chriſt 
is infinitely worthy of our Love , 
though we be altogethcr unworthy of 
his. 

3. It is great Love, Epbeſ. 2. 4. It is 
dying love, and ſurely dying ho is 
great love. The Scripture doth ſet 
forth the love of Chriſt in very high 
and tranſcendent Expreſſions ; it is 2 
love that paſſcrh knowledge, Fobeſ. 3 3 
” a love that hath all dimenſions in 

t, verſ. 18. breadth, length, depth 
i heighth. The Philoſopher tells us 
of Three Dimenſions , but here are 
Four : 


1. It is a love of the greateſt | 
breadth, it ſpreads over all Believers, | 
Ezek. 16. 8. The 5kirt of his love co- | 2 
vers all his people. h 


2, Of | 
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2. Of the greateſt length, As 13. 
47. he is for ſalvation to the ends of the 
earth, 

3. Of the greateſt depth, Pſal. 86. 
12. For great is thy mercy towards me, 
and thou haſt delivered my ſoul from the 
loweſt hell. 

4. Of the greateſt heighth , Pſal. 
36. 5. Thy mercy, O Lord, is in the hea- 
vens, and thy faithfulneſs reacheth unto 
the clouds. 


The Apoſtle Paul ſets forth the love 
of Chriſt with the Four Dimenſions of 
the Croſs, to put us in mind (faith 
ſome ancient Writers), that upon the 
Extent of the Tree was the moſt ex- 
att love, with all the Dimenſions in 


this kind, repreſented, that ever 
Was. 


Chriſts Love ts Great : 
r. In reſpe&t of Quantity ; it's full 


and abundant Love, an Ocean that 
hath neither bank nor bottom. Chry- 


| Joſtome, ſpeaking of the Love of Chriſt, 


ſaith, 


24 Sacramental Diſcourſes: 
faith, 7 am like a Man digging in a 
deep Spring, I ſtand here, and the water 
riſeth upon me, and I ſtand there, and ſtill 
the water riſeth upon me. 

2. [c is great in reſpet of Quality, 
his love is like himſclt ; yea, it 1s him- 
ſelf : Chriſts. love is not a Quality in 
him, but his Eſſence ; He 1s Love , 
1 Joha 4. 16. 

2. We ſhould rememler the Effects 
and Fruits of his Love, his Death and 
Sufferings, his bitter Paſſion, Lam. tr. 
I2. Behold and ſee if there be any for- 
row like unto my ſorrow. He was wound- 
cd for our tranſgreſſions, he conflicted 
with the Wrath of God, he drank oft 
a lively draught of his Fathers diſplea- 
ſure... Remember his bitter Agony in 
the Garden, his curſed and 1gnomini- 
ous Death on the Croſs : He ſuffered 
that which we ſhould have ſuffered , 
he was made a Curſe to deliver us from 
the Curſe. Remember this. 


2.. Again, Remember all the Bene- . 
firs and Bleſſings we have by the | 


Death and Sutterings of Chriſt, Inft- 


nite are tne Benefits of his Death, we | 
have' | 
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- have Life by his Death, we are recon- 


ciled to God , juſtified, ſanified by 
his Death. Indeed all our Mercies are 
the Heart-blood Mercies of Chriſt. The 
Death of Jeſus Chriſt is of infinite ad- 


vantage to Believers. 


2. Remember his Life: He that was 


dead is alive, and lives for evermore, 


Rev. 1.18. and he ever lives to make 
interceſſion for us, Heb. 7. 25. Your 
crucified Saviour is now glorified ; he 


| that humbled himſelf to Death, is now 
| highly exalted, and has a Name given 
{ him above every Name, Ph. 2. 9. He 


1s gone to prepare a place for us, to 
take up Heaven in our Names, Fol» 
14. 3- Chriſt, our Head, is glorified, 


' and we are faved by his Life, Rom. 


5. I9. | 
3- Why are we eſpecially to remem- 


| ber Chriſt in this holy Ordinance of the 


gupper. 
x. Becauſe it was inſtituted for rhis 


| very end, we do not anſwer the end of 
| its inſtitution, if we do not remember 


Chriſt. This Reaſon we have in the Text: 


' This do in remembrance of me. 


C 2, Be- 
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2. Becauſe that Jeſus Chriſt is the 


Object repreſented to us in this Holy 


Sacrament , under theſe Symbols of 


Bread and Wine 3 the Bread repreſents 


his Body, the Wine his Blood : Chriſt | 
1s here viſible to an Eye of Faith, and | 
all the benefits of his Death are exhi- | 
bited. Chriſt is preſent to Faith, it can | 


diſcern the Lords Body : an Eye of 
Sence ſees only the outward Elements, 


but the Eye of Faith ſees Chrift rhrough 


theſe Elements. 


7ſe tr. Tf this be fo, then what ſhall | 


we tay of many who come to this ho- | 


ly Ordinance without any remem- 
brance of Chrift2 They do this, but 
not in remembrance of him, they 


quite fruſtrate its Inſtitution , in not | 


making that the End of their coming 
to commemorate Chriſt 3 they come 
not to ſee Jeſus Chriſt but out of cu- 
{tom. None can remember Chriſt but 
thoſe that know him; thoſe that are 
1gnorant of Chrift cannot diſcern the 
Lords Body. How many Thouſands 
come to the Sacrament grofly igno- 

rant 
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rant of Chriſt, at leaſt, in a faving 
manner ? and how can they remember 
him of whom they have no know- 
leds 2 Ignoti nulla cupido; there is no 
deſire of an unknown thing. - And 
how many come to this ioly Ordr- 
nance, and preſently forget Chrif# 2 'A 
ſign they had no remembrance of him, 
at leaſt, that his remembrance mate 
little imprefiion upon their hearts, as 
the Apoſtle James ſpeaks conhcermng 
thoſe who are hearers of the Word ons; 
ly, and not doers of the fame, whom 
he aptly compares to a man that views 
his natural Face in a Glaſs ; he beholdeth 
himſelf, and toeth his way, and ſtralg9t» 
way forgetteth what manner of man he 
was, James 1.23, 24 So many that 
come to this holy Sacrament, go' therr 
way, and preſently forget Chriſt, they 
carry away no remembrance of him in 
their hearts. But is this to eat *the 
Lords Supper ? Or rather, ao not. 
ſuch eat and drink unworthily, and, 
ſo eat and drink Judgment to them- 
ſelves ? 


C2 2. We 
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2. We have all cauſe to be humbled, 
that in coming to the Supper of the 
Lord, we have 1o little remembred our 
deareſt Saviour, that our meditations 
have been no more fixed upon a bleed- 
ing dying Chriſt, is matter of deep hu- 
miliation : When we have ſecn the 
Bread broken, we have not remembred 
how his Body was broken for us; and 
the Wine poured out, we have not re- 
membred how his Blood was ſhed upon 
the Croſs, for the remiſſion of our fins : 
Or if we have had ſome remembrance 
of him in the a of receiving, yet we 
have ſoon forgotten him. 

Tſe 2. Let us then be exhorted to 
remember Chrift ; There is not a more 
{weet and pleaſing Object to remember 
than the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Say with 
the Spouſe, we will r2member thy love 
more than wine, Cant. 1. 4. and with the 
Prophet, The defire of our Souls is to 
' thy name, and to the remembrance of thee, 
Ia. 26. 8. 

I.. Let thy remembrance of him be 
a thankful remembrance, Pſal. 104. 24. 
My meditations of him F; all be ſweet ; 
[ will 


/ 
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T will be glad in the Lord, becauſe thy 


loving kindneſs, is better than life, my 
I I) lips ſhall praiſe thee, faith David, Pſal. 


md 

1S LE. A conſtant remembrance. Let not 
I- | the remembrance of Chriſt wear off, 
l- | remember him fo as never to forget 


© | him, as David faith, Pſal. 137.5. If / 
d Þ forget thee, O Jeruſalem , let my right 
{ hand forget her CUNnint, Much more 
! ſhould we fay thus (as was hinted be- 
fore) of our bleſſed Saviour. It is re- 
© Þ| ported of /gyarzus, that after his death, 
© Þ his body being opened, the Name Fe- 
C | ſus was found written in his heart : 
| Let this {ſweet Name Jeſus be written 
O Þ in thy heart, that thou maiſt carry the 
e | remembrance of it with thee wherever 
FT } thou goeſt; as it is ſtoried of a certain 
n ! People, That wherever they went, they 
C þ carried their gods with them; ſo /ga- 
C | tis wascalled Theopheros, one that bare 
0 | God about with him. 
>. | 3. Keep ſuch a remembrance of 
Chriſt in thy heart, as to obey him, to 
©. {| live to him: Then our remembrance 
 J of Chriſt is right, when it is praCtical : .' 
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To me to live is Chriſt : As you have 
received Chriſt Teſus the Lord, ſo walk | 
in him, Col. 2. 6. Be urged by the con- 


raints of his love, 2- Cor. 5. 14-. Let 
his love con/train you to live unto him : 


| 


T' Foha2. 6. He that ſaith, he abideth | 


in him, ought himſelf alſo ſo to walk, 
zwer as be walked : And this is the beſt 


remembrance of Chri/#, when we live | 


unto him. 
Motives, Confider theſe Two Things : 


i. That the Lord Jelus has remem- 
bred us, and that in our low condition : 
He remembred us in our low eſtate ; 
for his mercy endureth for ever : He 
redeemed us from the loweſt Hell : 


When thou wert caſt out, to the loathing | 


of thy perſon, then his time was the time 
of tove, Ezek. 16. 5, 8. 


fs Conſider, the. Lord Jeſus Chriſt | 


_— us ſtill ; he ever remembers | 


: He1s ſending us from He ven ma- 


ny v Bice: Pledges, and choice Tokens | 


of his Love; he bears us upon his 


heart : as Aaron the High Prieſt- did | 


- bear 
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bear the Names of the children of 7/- 
rael before the Lord, Exod. 28. 12. So 
Chriſt our High Prieſt bare the Names 
of all Believers upon his Heart, before 
his Father 3 7 hey are graven upou the 
palms of his hands, aud their walls are 
continually before him, Iſa. 49. 16. So 
that he cannot forget them, as the Lord 
ſpeaks concerning repenting Ephraim, / 
do earneſtly remember him ſtill, Joel 31. 
20. Chriſts remembrance of us is as 


{ freſh and vigorous gs ever. 


Direct ions. 

But what ſhall we do to keep the 
remembrance of Chriſt ſreſh and lively 
in our hearts? 

I. Then let us ſtudy to know him, 
as the Apoſtle Paul! fanh, Phil. 3. 10. 
That I may know him, and the power of 


| his reſurrection, aud the fellowſhip of his 


ime | 


| ſafferings: and labour to know Chri/t 


more, follow on to know the Lord 5 
labour to know him diſtinctly in all the 
parts of his glory, get 2 more exper.- 
mental knowledge of him, ſtudy to 
know him, and to know thy Interett 
in him, 

| G4 2. RC 
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2. Record thy Experiences of Chriſt, 
and reflet much upon thy Experiences : 


Say with the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 17. 11, 12. 
T will remember the works of the Lord ; 


Surely I will remember thy wonders of 


old; T will meditate alſo of all thy works, 
and talk of thy doings. Let thy thoughts 
dwell much upon what Chriſt has done 
for thee; remember the Years of the 
right hand of the Moſt High. 

3+ Reſt not till thou haſt got a clear 
Evidence of thy Intereſt and Propriety 
in him, in his love, and in all the bene- 
fits of his Death, that thou maiſt ſay as 
he ſaid, Deus meas, & omnia ; Chriſt is 
mine, and all things are mine. Aman 
will remember that which is his own : 
It thou knoweſt Chriſt to be thy own, 
that thou canſt ſay with the Spouſe, 7 
am my beloveds, and my beloved is mine, 
then thou wilt remember him with the 
greateſt delight. 

4. vet ſome time apart every day to 
meditate on the Lord Jefus Chriſt, to 
think of his Love. Things that arc 
trankent aftet not much, but when 

"ur meditations dwell on any Subject; 
ren 
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then they are affeting Chriſt crucified 
isa ſweet and delightful Subject to ſet- 
tle our meditations upon. 

5. Be frequent and fervent in at- 
tending upon the Ordinances, in hear- 
ing the Word, receiving the Lords 
Supper; and the Ordinances are great 
helps to put us in mind of Chriſt, for 
they point at at him. In the Word 
Chriſt 1s exhibited to- the Ear. in the 
Sacrament he 1s exhibited to the Eye ; 
and be fervent in thy obedience upon 
the Ordinances, wait and wait dili- 
gently at Wiſdoms Gares. 

6. Pray earneſtly for the Spirit, 
amongſt the many benefits and blel- 
ſings we receive by the Spirit, this is 
one, and none of the leaſt, Fohn 14 
26. But the Comforter, which is the holy 
Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend in my 
name, he ſhall teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remembrance, &C. 
The Spirit is given to be our remem- 
brance, to fecal the love of Chriſt to 
our Souls, and to ſhed it abroad in ovr 
hearts, Rom, 5. 5, 
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John 6: 56. 


He that eateth my fleſh, and 
drinketh my blood, dwelleth 


in me and [ in him. 


UR Lord Jeſus in this Chapter, 

doth ſweetly and excellently 
diſcourſe of himſelf to be the bread of 
Life, that came down from Heaven 
to give life unto the World, ver. 33. 
whereof Manna was a Type. And he 
enters into a compariſon betwixt Man- 
na and his Fleſh. Manna came down 
from Heaven, ſo did Chriſt: Manna 
was given to maintain the lives of the 
People in the Wilderneſs ; ſo Chriſt 
was 


SU 
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was given for the life of the World. 
Manna ſuited every enes taſte, it had 
all ſorts of good taſtes in it. The Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ſuits the taſt of every be- 
liever; there was never any that taſted 
the ſweetneſs of this true hcavenly 
Manna but liked it. 

He ſhews alto the great Benefits and 
Privitedges accruing to thole who eat 


. of this Bread of Lite. 


I. Zhey (hail live for ever, ver. 50, 
5I, 54 Thoſe that did eat of the 
Manna, that fell in the Wilderneſs, 
did not live for ever. Tour Fathers 
(faith Chriſt) did eat of the Manna in 
the Wilderneſs and are dead. This is 
the bread which came down from heaven, 
that a man may eat thereof and not aye. 

It. Another benefit is held forth mn 
the Text : He that eateth my fleſh, and 
drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, an 
T in him. 

In the Words two things obſervable 

1: 4 Priviledge ; a Believers . dwet-. 
linz in Chriſt, and he in him. The Word 
in the Original notes a conſtant abr- 
ding and dwelling. 
| 2. Th? 
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2. The means by which Believers pars 
take of this Priviledge, viz, by eat- 
ins his fleſh, and drinking his blood, 
it's not meant of a corporal, but of a 
ſpiritual eating. By theſe natural 
actions of eating and drinking, is un- 
derſtood believing in Chriſt. Manda 
caſti h credidilti, If thou haſt believed, 
thou haſt eaten (faith one of the Anci- 
ents.) To eat Chriſts fleſh, and to 
drink his blood, is to receive him by 
Faith. Faith is the mouth that feeds 
upon his fleſh that drinks his blood; 
and as the meat and drink which is re- 
ceived by the mouth 1s incorporated 
into our bodies, fo by a believing eat- 
ing Chriſts fleſh, and drinking his blood, 
we are incorporated into him in a 
Myſtical and Spiritual manner. 


The Doftrine from the Words is this : 


Doft. That thoſe who by Faith re- 
ccive Jeſus Chriſt, Chriit dwelleth in 
aim, and he in them. 

Or thus : There is a mutual in-being 
2nd in-dwelling of Believers in Chriſt, 
and Chriſt in Belicvers. In 
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In the proſecution of this Doctrine, 
three things will fall under conſidera- 
tion. 


I. What zt is to recerve Jeſus Chriſt 
by Faith, which is ſet forth in the Text 
to be an eating his Fleſh, and drinking 
his Blood. 

Il. What it is for a Believer to dwell 
in Chriſt, and Chriſt in him. 

IT. {low zt appears, that theſe who re 
ceive Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, dwell in him, 


and he in them, 


I. 7o receive Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, 
denotes theſe Three Things. 
1. To receive the Offices of Cnr:f, 


+ or Chriſt in all his Offices, as Prophet, 


Prieſt and King, to receive him for a 
Soveraign as well as for a Saviour, to 
receive him not only as a Prieſt to ſave 
us, but as a Prophet to teach us, and 
as a King to govern us, Co/. 2.6. As ye 
have therefore received Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord, ſo walk in him And Phil. 3.8. 
the Apoſtle owned Chriſt tor his Sove- 


raign as well as for his Saviour, Faith 
; YCs 
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ceives Chriſt as he is tendred in 
the Goſpel, to wit, in all his Ot- 
fices. 

2. It implies a receiving the Vertuc 
of Chriſt, as he thatcateth and drink- 
eth, receives the Vertue of the Meat 
and Drink, ſo he that truly receives 
Chriſt, receives of Chriſts Vertues, he 
doth receive him in his Efficacies ; he 
receives the Vertue of his death-kiiling 
fin : therefore the Apoſtle Pau faith, / 
am crucified with Chriſt, Gal. 2. 20. and 
the Verrue of his Reſurrection, raiſing 
him up unto newneſs ol lile, 0. 6.47: 
He thar eateth me, even he F all live by 
me: He receives Strengthening Vertuc 
from him. As our Saviour ſaid con- 
cerning the Womans touching. of hin, 
Euke 8. 46. Vertue is gone out of me: 
thou canſt not roueh Chriſt by Faith, 
bur Vertne cometh out of him. For a 
man to ſay he ſeeds npon Chrift, and 
receives no Vertue, no Nournhment 
from him, he is like a man thatrdream- 
eth heeateth, but when he awaketh his 
Soul 15-empty, //a. 29. 8 
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3. It implies a Knowledge of Chrz/t. 
Faith includes Knowledge, as the Apo- 
ſtle faith, 7 know in whom I have belie- 
ved. Theſe Two are put together, 
Taſte and See, Pal. 34. 8. They have 
an Experimental Knowledge of Chrift, 
who have received him by Faith, 
Faith hath Light accompanying it, 
Mari 15.32. To the receiving of Jc- 
ſus Chriſt, an implicite Faith is not 
enough, as the bhnd man ſaid ro Chrift 
when his Eyes were opened, and this 
queſtion put to him, Do! thou believe on 
the Son of God 2 John 9. 35. He an- 
{wered, Who tis he, Lord, that I might 
believe on him, verſe 36. 

I. What zt is to dwell in Chriſt, and 
Chriſt in us ; if denotes, 

1. A mutual in-being, to be united 
to him, and he to us: 1t denotes the 
neareſt and deareſt Union : as we are 
in Chriſt, ſo he is in us by way of Un 
on ; he unites himſelf to us : By Na- 
ture we are eſtranged from Chriſt, till 
he unite himſelf to vs. Behievers are 
made partakers of his Perſon : not on- 
ly his Gifts and Graces are a Believers, 
but 
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but Chri/# himſelf, Gal. 2. 20. Chriſt 
liveth in me, ſaith the Apoſtle Paul. 

z. As it denotes the deare/#t union, 
ſo the ſweeteſt communion: There 1s 
ſweer and intimate converſe betwixt 
Chriſt and the believing Soul ; and 
what 1s this but Chriſt letting out his 
Heart to the Soul, and the Soul letting 
out 'its heart to Chriſt 2 Where the 
union 1s xeareſt, the communion is 
ſweeteſt. 

J+ Mutual abiding, Toln IF. 3+ Abide 
in me, and 7 in you: A permanent be- 
ing, a Believer has his abode in Chriff, 
and Chri{t takes up his abode with him, 
Fohn 14.23. If a man love me, he wit 
keep my words, and my, Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him, aud make 
our abode with him: The Heart of a 
Believer is Chriſts Manſion, his Tem- 
ple, where he has his conſtant reſt- 
dence : He that dwells between the 
Cherubims, dwells alſo in the Believers 
Hearr. 

Ill. Ziow doth it appear, that thoſe 
who receive Chriſt by Faith, dwell in him, 
and he in them 2 
x.Bc- 
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1. Becauſe Faith 1s an uniting Grace, 
t has the preeminence in our union 
with Chriſt - Love makes us like to 
Chriſt, but it is Faith that makes us one 
with him : Our union to Chriſt is by 
Faith, and he 1s faid to dwell in us by 


Faith, Fpheſ. 3. 17. Love is the Grace 


that unites the Members of Chri/# to 
one another, Eut it is Faith that unites 
us to Chri/t. 

2. AsFaith 1s an uniting, {0 a clea- 
ving Grace ; it is by Faith we adhere 
and cleave ro Chriſt, by freſh a&ts of 
Faith we continue and abide in hum : 
Unbeliet 1s a fin that cxuleth us to de- 
part ſrom God, Heb. 3. 12+ it is called 
an evil heart of unbelief, in departing 


from the livinz God, Tour iniquities, 


{aith che Prophet, Iſaiah 59. 2. has ſes 


parated between you and your God, eſpe- 


cially this ſin of Unbelief ; but he that 
believeth, hath evert. ſting life, becauſe 
he hath Chriſt, and by continuing in 
believing, he abides in him who is ever- 
{ating life. 

3. By Faith a Believer has commu- 


non with Chri/# ; in Faith ftands ori- 
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ginally our communion with God, and |} 
it 15 mainrained by Faith. Hence weP 


converſe with Chrit, we ſee him, and} 
enjoy him by Faith, John 14. 21. Hef 
that loveth me ſhall be loved of my Fa-þ 


ther, and I will love him, and will ma- 
nifeſt my ſelf to him : All the maniſe-| 


ſtations of Chriſt, and the communica- '? 


tions of his Grace are received by 
Faith, all our Viſions of God here arc 
the Viſions of Faith : Faith is our Char- 


ter (faith one) by which we hold all | 


our Spiritual Priviledges, or Title in 
Capite to Heaven. And ſo much for 
the DoCtrinal part: The Application 
follows. 


Application. 


Tſe 1. If this be ſo, then hence we 
ſee who dwells in ChrifF, and Chriſt in 


them ; ſuch as eat his Fleſh and drink | 


his Blood believingly : not ſuch as re- 


ceive the Sacrament barely, but that |: 
receive Chriſt by Faith in the Sacra-|j 
ment. There 1s a facramental eating, | 


and a ſpiritual belizving eating : He| 


4 


_ 


that | 
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| thateats anddrinks Only,ſfacramentally 
' receives the Bread and Wine only, but 


he that eateth and drinketh believing- 


| ly, receives Chri/t in the Bread and 


Wine, though not corporally, yet re- 


"|& ally and ſpiritually, and is thereby made 


one with Chri/t. 

2: Then by this we may know, whe- 
ther we dwell in Chri/t, and he in us, if 
we by Faith receive him 2 Do we feed 


| upon Chriſts Fleſh, and drink his Blood 2 


\ It fo, then, 


1- We eſteem his Fleſh the moſt deli- 
cious Food, and his Blood the ſweeteſt 
Drink, ſweeter than the ſweeteft Wine, 
as David faith of the Word, that it 
was ſweeter than the honey, and honey- 
comb, and Job eſteemed it better than 
his . neceſſary food ; ſo is Chriſts Fleſh 
and Blood to the Worthy Recei- 
ver. 

2, He that by Faith feeds upon the 
Fleſh and Blood of Feſus Chriſt, does re- 
ceive real nouriſhment thereby, as the 
Bread and Wine are nouriſhing to the 


| body : My fleſh (faith Chriſt) is meat 
indeed, and my blood drink indeed, that 


i 
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is really nouriſhing and ſtrengthening 
the Soul, A man that takes in his 
meat and drink, and receives no nou- 
rihment thereby, it argues a bad Sto- 
mach, and a diſeaſed body ; fo for 
perſons to partake of the outward Ele- 
ments, the Bread an. Wine in the Sa- 
crament, and receive no ſpiritual nou- 
riihment thereby, it argues a diſeaſed 
Soul. 

Tſe 2. Is of Conſolation. This makes 
much for the comiort of believers : 
What great priviledge and comfort then 
for a believer to dwell in Chriſt, and 
Chrift in him. For, 

I. He that dwells in Chriſt, dwells 
ſafely ; he is a ſafe Habitation, a San- 
Ctuary to the Soul, to hide and defend 
it, Cant. 2.3. 1 fate down under his 
ſhadow with great delight ( ſaith the 
Spouſe, : Undcr his ſhadow is the ſu- 
reſt prote&tion to the believing Soul , 
Pſal. 57. 1. Heis a Rock and Refuge : 
as there 15 no felicity to be found like 
ro thar of his affe&tion, ſo no ſafety to 
rhat of his Proteftion, Iſatah 33. x6. 
;h Chriſt there is both protection and 
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proviſion: it is moſt fafe to dwell in 
Chriſt, and Chriſt in us; for he main- 
tains the Houſe where he dwells ; he 
is bound ( as | may ſpeak with reve- 
rence) to all Repairs. It was a good 
Expreſſion of Auſtin, Nemo nos ledit, 
nift qui Deum vincit ; None can hurt us 
but they that can overcome God. A 
believer dwelling in Chriſt, 1s as ſale as 
Chriſt himſelf. 

2. As he that dwells in Chriſt dwells 
ſafely, ſo comfortably ; he is fed with 
the fineſt of the Flower, and has ho- 
ney out of the Rock, Revel. 3. 20. Be- 
hold I ſtand at the door and knock : if 
any man hear my voice, and open the door, 
I will come in to him, and will ſup with 
him, and he with me. Chriſt is the Ged 
of all comfort, and he can bring com- 
fort out of diſcomiort, light our of 
darkneſs ; out of the catcr he can 
bring meat , and out of the ftrong 
ſweetneſs ; he can turn our water into 
wine, and all our mileries into mcrcics, 
in his preſence there is fullneſs of joy, 
Pſal. 16.1. 


| as 
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3. Exhortation : If this be ſo, then 
feed upon Chrif by Faith : when thou 
comeſt to the Sacrament, eat his fleſh 
and drink his blood : as Deborah faid, 


Tudges 5. 12. Awake , awake, Deborah, * 
ſo ſay thou to thy Faith, Awake, Faith, }' 


awake, come to this holy Feaſt, this 
Banquet of Wine, with a good Sto» 
mach ; come with longing, and en- 
larged deſires, Pſal. 63. 1, 5. As an 
hungry man is not only willing to cat, 
bur he longeth to eat, thou ſhalt not 
looſe thy longing ; for he fatisfieth the 
longing ſoul, and filleth the hungry ſoul 
with goodneſs, Plal. 107. 9. It you 
come with longing defires, you ſhall 
be ſent away with full Souls, you ſhall 
feed to ſatisfaction, Lake 1. 53. He 
hath filled the hungry with good things : 
Ex pauper venio ad te divitem, miſer ad 
miſericordem (faith one), Be!1o' 1 I poor 
come unto thee who art rich, I miſe- 
Table to thee who art mercitul, that I 
might not go away empty, Matth. 15, 
32. it's faid Chriſt had compaſſion on 
the multitude, becauſe thev had con- 
tinued with him Three Days, and had 
no- 


ll. AM 


———— 


' nothing to eat. 
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He that would not 
ſend away the multitude with faſting 
bodies, will he not much more regard 


{ hungry Souls, and not ſend them away 


— wn. 


ll. AM 


\ faſting 2 God hasan open hand to them 


that have an open mouth. Then la- 
bour to get thy Faith actuated; the 
longer the Bucket, the more water 1t 
brings up : Conſider, the more thou 
feedeſt upon Chriſt, the nearer union, 
and {weeter communion with him. 

But how ſhall I get my heart more 
enlarged, and my mouth more open- 
ed 2 

Some Dire(tions, 

r. Then, get a ſight and ſence of 
Chriſts Worth, and thy own Wants : Of 
Chriſts Worth; he 1s the Pearl of the 
greateſt price, more precious than Ru- 
bies, and all the things thou canſt de- 
fire, are not to be compared unto him, 
Prov. }. 15. 

2, Of thy own Wants, The full Sto- 
mach loathed the Honey-comb, but to 
the hurgry ſoul every bitter thing is ſweet, 
Prov. 27. 7.. He that is ſenſible of his 
wants, ſees his need of Chriſt ; the fin- 
D 4 {ick 
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ſick Soul ſees its need of the Phyfi- 
clan. 

2. Strive much witi thy heart to get 
it enlarged, take pains with thy fclt, 
give all diligence, ſhut thy hcart upon 
the world, and open it to God, and be 
ready to give entertainment to the mo- 
tions of Iis holy Spirit; when the world 
would crowd in upon thee, ſhut it out, 
but when the Lord Jeſus knocks at the 
door of thy heart, be ready ro ope! 
unto him, and do as Moſes Cid when 
he went up to tize Mount to converic 
with God, he lett the people below ; fo 
when thou comeſt to this Feaſt of Fat 
Things which the Lord has prepared 
in his Holy Mountain, leave the 
world. below, get thy Heart empty 
of a!l worldly cares and diſtracti- 
ONS, 


3. In the act of receiving let thy 


Heart be filled with holy meditating 
of Jeſus Chriſt, his infinite Love, his 
abundant Grace, his rich Mercy, as 
David ſpeaks, Pal. ro4. 34. My medi- 
tations of him (hall be ſweet,” T will be 
glad in the Lord, Let” thy Me- 
ditations 


| 


, 
; 


Sacramental Diſcourſes. 49. 
ditations be enlarged upon Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

4. Pray carneſtly that God would 


; enlarge thy Heart, as Solomon asked 
| Wiſdom, and Gcd gave him Wiſdom, 
' and underſtanding exceeding much, and en- 


largeneſs of heart, even as the ſand that 
is ou the ſea ſhore, 1 Kings 4.29, S09 
if thou ask for an enlarged Heart, thou 
ſhalt have ir, Matth. 7.7. As and it 
ſhall be given you, ſeek and ye ſhall 


find, knock and it (hall he opened unto © 
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5 E K NL IV. 


Epheſ. r. 13. 


In whom alſo after that ye belie- 
ved, were ſealed with the holy 


ſpirit of promiſe. 


T H E Apoſtle, in verſe 3. breaks 
torth into an heavenly Gratu- 
lation, Bleſſed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual Bleſſings, 
&c. And in the following Verſes, we 
have an enumeration of theſe ſpiritual 
bleſſings ; as, firſt, Elet;on, verſe 4 
according as he hath choſen us. And ho- 
lineſS is joyned, as the Fruit and Effet | 
thereof ; For though we be not choſen | 
for | 
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for our holineſs, yet we are choſen to 
be holy. 
2. Adoption, verſe 5. Having prede- 


* ſtinated us unto the adoption of children 


by Feſus Chriſt. 

3- Our Acceptation in Chriſt, verſe 
the 6th. 

4. Forgiveneſs of (ins, a choice and 
ſpecial benefit flowing from our Re- 
demption through lis blood , werſe 
the 7th. 

5. A Right and Title to the heaven- 
ly Inheritance, Verſe x1. And another 
ſpiritual bleſſing we have mentioned 
in the Text, n whom after that ye be- 
lieved, ye were ſealed with the holy ſpi- 
rit of promiſe, Here we have the be- 
lievers aſſurance of his Right and Ti- 
tle to his heavenly Inheritance : This 
is the higheſt Link in this Golden 
Chain, this is the Top of the Ladder 
which reacheth to Heaven. 

In the words Four Things obſerva- 
ble : 

I. The Priviledge or Bleſſing expreſſed 
( ſealed); that is, fully aſſured. 


Il. The 
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Il. The Subjeits of this Priviledge (ve) 
Believers. 

HI. The manner how, or the Perſon by 
whom, the holy Spirit of Promiſe, the 
holy Spirit, or Spirit of Holineſs, N/ 
niſt ſanfkum a ſanilo Spiritu prodire 
proteſt, Nothing but that which 1s 
holy can proceed . from the Holy 
Spirit. 

I. The Spirit of Promiſe, and that 
ior theſe Two Reaſons : 

2. Becauſe the Spirit 1s promiſed, 


Acts 1. 4. The Spirit is the Promiſe of 


the Father there mentioned. 

3. Becauſe it is the Work and Ot- 

fice of the Spirit to apply the Pro- 
miſes. 
IV. Zhe Order is obſervable; after 
that ye believed ye were ſealed : Firſt 
ye believed', and then were ſcaled : 
Faith is our Seal, Fohn 3. 33. Afſu- 
rance 1s Gods Seal, and God honours 
our ſcaling to his Truth by his ſealing 
by his Spirit. 


From the words theſe Doctrines : 


pot es ws, ck © rr 


I. Do*« 


35t 


| 
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1. Dodrine, That the Spirit of God 
# the holy Spirit of Promiſe. 


2. Doftrine, That Believers are ſeal- 


' ed with the holy Spirit of Promiſe. God 
; ſets the Broad Seal of his Spirit upon 


Believers: This 1s the proper Work anc 
Office of the Spirit. as none but the 
Son of God can redeem, ſo none but 


the Spirit of God can aſſure, ſo as to 
| P 


make our Evidences clear and infalli- 
ble, and above all Doubts and Fears. 
There is a Threefold Work of the 
Spirit : 

1. To convey and -plant Grace in 
rhe Soul. 

2. To att and help us to exerciſe the 


* Graces which are planted there. 


3. To ſhine upon, and enlighten 
thoſe Graces, or to give an earneſt ot 
thoſe Graces. This laſt is that which 


; the Text leads to; The Spirit ſeals, the 


Redeemer, John 6. 27. Him hath God 


\ the Father ſealed : The Father ſealed 


him by the Graces of the Spirit, which 
he had pourcd out upon him, without 
mea- 
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meaſure. And the Spirit ſeals the Re._ 


deemed. 
In the proſecurion of this Truth 
Three Things to be conſidered. 


T. What this ſealing of the Spirit | 


is ? 


Spirtt ? 
WI. What are thoſe ſealing times of 
the Spirit? 


I: What this ſealing of the Spirit is ? 
and wherein it reſembles a Seal ? 

Anſw. It doth reſemblea Seal in theſe 
Four Particulars : 

r. A Seal doth imprint a likeneſs upon 
the thing ſealed ; as when the Kings Pi- 
cure, or Image, is ſtamped or ſealed 
upon the Wax, every thing in the 
Wax doth anſwer to that in the Seal ; 
ſo the Spirit, in ſealing us, ſets the 
Stamp of Jeſus Chriſt upon us. There 


is a likeneſs to Chriſt, ſomething of | 


every Grace of Chriſt in believers , 


Foha 1.16. And of his fullneſs have all || 


we received, and grace for grace, Grace 


Il. Why are Believers ſealed by the 


an- | 
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anſwerable to Grace in proportion- 
There 1s no Grace in Jeſus Chriſt but 
there is the likeneſs of it in a Chriſti- 
an, in ſome ſmall meaſure ; There is 
the ſame mind , Phil. 2. 6. the ſame 
affections ; they love that which he 
loves, and hate what he hates; the 
ſame deſires, 1 Pet. 2.9. that ye (bould 
ſhew forth the praiſes of him, the Ver- 
tues or Graces of him, as the words are 
in the Original. 

2. Sealing 1s for diſtinftion : Men ct 
their Seals upon their Goods to diftin- 
guiſh them. Seals have ſome peculiar 
Engravings in them, ſerving to diſtin- 
guiſh one mans Deed from another : 
lo the Spirits ſealing Believers, they 
are thereby diſtinguiſhed from others ; 
as Circumciſion was a Seal, or Note of 
DiſtinAion to the /ſraelites, to diſtin- 
guith them from other Nations. God 
hereby diſtinguiſhes his People from 
others ; by the peculiar Engravings of 
his Love they are known to be the 
Lords, to be a choſen generation, a roy- 
al prieſthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people. There is the Seal of Fleition, 

| 2 Tim. 
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2 Tim- 2. 19. The foundation of God 
ftandeth ſure: Having this Seal , the 
Lord knoweth them that they are his. 
This is (as I may call it) Gods Privy - 
Seal; and the ſealing of the Spirit, 
this may call his Broad-Seal. 

3. Sealing is for appropriation : Men 
ſeal thoſe thi ings that are their own, 
Merchants ſeal their own Wares, men 
mark their own Sheep : God in ſealing 
us by his Squirit, doth appropriate us to 
humieit. God hath choſen and ſingled 
out a people whom he delights in, 7/a. 
43 21. The Lord hath ſet apart him 
that is godly for himſelf , Pal. 4. 3. 
Gods ſealing Believers by his Spi- 
rit, denotes his peculiar owning 
them 

4. A Seal is for confirmation : It 1s 
uſed theretore for confirming Eviden- 
ces, and making tnem Authentick , 
Fer. 32. 44 So the {ſealing of the Spi- 
rit 1s for the confirmation of - Belie- 
vers ; they are hereby confirmed in 
the Love of God, Rom. 8. 38. The 
Apoſtle was fully perſwaded, that no- 
thing could ſeparate him from the 
Love 
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Love of Chriſt. Hereby they are ſe- 


| cured againſt all Fears, and ſtand 
| againſt all Accuſations, Rom. 8. 33. 
| Who' ſhall lay any thing to the charge of 
| Gods Eleft > Who is he that condemn- 
' eth2 We daredefie all Objections, and 
| all Accuſations of Conſcience. Belie- 


vers are ſealed to the day of redemption, 
Eph. 4. 30. 


II. Why are Believers ſealed by the 
Sprit ? 

1. To manifeſt Gods high and pre- 
cious eſteem of them, to ſhew how 
precious they are in his account 3 Men 
ſeal that they have a great value for, 
and an high eſteem of: Gods people . 
are precious in his eyes, 1ſaiah 43. 4. 
Since thou waſt precious in mine eyes, 
thou haſt been honourable : They are 
his Jewels, Pearls in his eyes; and to 


ſhew his high Eſteem of them, he ſets 


' the Broad Seal of his Spirit upon 
| them. 


2. That they may be ſecured in, 


| and aſſured of his Love, that all doubts 


may be removed, that they may fee 
his 
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his Love, and be ablz to read their Evi- 
dences for Heaven. Hereby they arc 
eſtabliſhed in their Union with Chriſt : 
God loves Þis people fo -5 he would 
have them know that ae loves them: 
And this 1s moit comfortable ; this 15 
premium ante premium, Heaven aforc- 
hand, Our ſecurity conſiſts in the love 
of God to us, our comlort in knowing 
that he loves us. 


Il. What are thiſe ſpectal ſealing 
times of the Spirit 2? 
r. Times of ercat Troubles and 
o—__, Zeci. 13. 9. The Lord 
there faith, he wil bring the third part 
through the fire, and will refine them as 
filver is refined, ad 2 try them as rald is 
tryed, and will fay, it is my people, an1 
they (hall ſay, the Lord ts my Godt. 
The beſt Comforts are reſerved for t 
worſt Times, 1ſaiah 48. 10. / Aon 
fen thee in the furnace of atflition © It': 
not mcant* of Ejeftion ; tor that was 
from Eternity, but of the manifeſta- 
tion of his Love: God gives the Va 
Icy of Achor for a door of hope ; he 
Av 


—_ 


Satramental Diſcourſes. 5g 


conveys a | Wh of his Love in Times 
of afflitions ; he brings into the wile 
derneſs, and ſpeaks comfortably to his 
people, Hoſea 2. 14. he ſpeaks to their 
hearts, as the words are in the Origt- 
nal. 

2. When he has ſome high and emi- 
nent Services for hi5 people to do, or 
{ome ſharp ſufferings tor them to un. 
dergo, he uſually proportions Grace to 
their Works, and Strength to their 
Tryals; he ſends none to warlſare at 
their own coſt and charges , Zeb. io, 
3J2. But call to remembrance the former 
days, in which after ye were illuminated, 
ye endured a great fight of afjlictions, 
No ſooner out of the water of Baptiſm, 
but they were preſently in the fire ot 
Perſecution. 

3. Sacrament times are ſpecial feal- 
ing times of the Spirit ; the Sacramczis 
are Seals ; and then God puts ine Scals 
of his Spirit upon Believers, hc ſtamps 
them with his Spirit, aſſures them of 
his Love, and gives a further Evidence 
of their State in Grace. The Sacra- 
ments are given us of God (fair one). 


= A *O 
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to ſignifie as by ſign, to aſſare as by 
Seal, and to convey as by inſtrument, 
Jeſus Chriſt, and all his benefits. When 
Chriſt was baptized, then there came a 
Voice from Heaven, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, Matth. 3: 

16, 4 
4. The hour of Death is uſually the 
Spirits ſealing time : God gives his 
people a ſight of Heaven betore they 
come thither : he carries them up to 
the top of Piſgah, and from thence 
gives them a proſpect of the good 
Land, whither they are a going. Grace 
is then moſt vigorous when Grace and 
Glory are about to meet. I do not 
ſay, this is always; . ſometimes God 
has withdrawn, and left ſome in great 
darkneſs at the point of Death ; their 
Sun has gone down in a Cloud ; but 
yet uſually then Gods people have the 
cleare{t apprehenſions of Divine Love, 
/ lic Sel Lucis eſt, Here is Light enough 
( ſaid dying Ozolampadius ) , putting 
his hand to his breaſt, Though many 
have been under great deſertions, yet 
at the point of Death they have had 
C car 
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clear and glorious manifeſtations of 
God, as the bleſſed Martyr, Mr. Glo- 
ver, Who had been, for ſome time, un- 
der deſertion, darkneſs had covered his 
ſoul, yet when he came within ſight of 
the Stake, he cryed out, Fe is come, he 
is come. 


Tſe x. It this be fo, That Believers 
are ſealed with the Holy Spirit of Pro- 
miſe, then this makes much for the 
Comfort of Believers, it ſhews their 
bleſſedneſs : Is it not a bleſſed Conditi- 
on to be ſealed by the Spirit ? God adds 
grace to grace. 

2. It is a great honour to be ſealed 
by the Spirit, as we honour God by 
believing, as Abraham he was ſtrong 
in Faith, and gave glory to God, Rom. 
4. 20, ſo God honours us in ſealing us 
by his Spirit. 

3. It ſpeaks a Believers ſecurity, They 
are ſealed by the Spirit wato the day of 
redemption, Eph. 4. 30. 

Obj. But 7 fear I am not ſealed by 
the Spirtt. 


E 3 Auf. 
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Anſ. There is the ordinary and ex- 
traordinary ſeal of the Spirit; the ordi- 
aary feal of the Spirit is the work of 
fanCitication in the heart, and this ſeal 
1s always; the extraordinary ſeal 1s 
Peace and Joy that is ſuperadded. Thou 
maiſt have the ordinary ſeal of the 
Spirit, though thou haſt not the extra- 
ordinary, 


Quelit. But how ſhall 7 know whether 7 


have the ſealing of the Spirit. 


Anſw. x. If thou haſt the Spirit of 


Adoption, to cry Abba father, Rom. 8. 
15. boldneſs and confidence tow ards 
God, Fpheſ. 3: 12. In whom we have 
boldneſs and acceſs ith confidence by the 
faith of him, *=ppuiiey, freedom and li- 
berty of (peech, as the words ſignific 
Canſt thou come to God as children tc 
their Father 2 

2. The ſcaling of the Spirit is uu 
ally given after mourning for fin, an 
great conflicts with corruptions, alter 


much brokenneſs of heart, 7fazah 6r. 


I,2, 2. The Spirit of the Lord God j3 


apo me, becauſe he hath ſent me to bind 


#p the broken hearted, to comfort all that 


mourns, 
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aourn, to appoint aunt? them. that mourn in 
Zion, to = unto them beauty for 
aſhes, the oy! of joy for mourning, the 
garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of hea: 
vineſs, Ec. Is thy heart broken tor ſin, 
art thou a Love-mourger 2 

3- Heavenly mindedneſs is a grand 
Evidence - 0: thoſe who are ſealed by 
the Spirit ; they have their Aﬀections 
tranſlated from Earthly to age 
things : We read; Revel. 14. 1, 2..0f 
thoſe hundred forty four kd of 
ſealed ones that food wich the Lamb ax 
mount Zion ; they were all redeemed from 
the earth, and fr mm Ani men, verſc 
3: 4+ 

4. Where there is the ſealing of the 
- "9b, there is a Reſemblance of 
Chriſt in the foul ; there 1s Stamp for 
Stamp, Character tor Character , 
Grace for Grace ; there 1s the Image 
of Chriſt lively drawn upon the 
ſoul : Examine what Refemblance ol 
Chriſt in thy Heart, what likeneſs of 
Diſpoſition and Aicions to Jeſus 
Chriſt2 - Is there Grace in thee .an- 
ſwerable to the Grace of Chriſt ? 
=> Doſt 


DL 
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Dot thou ſhew forth the Vertues 
of him who hath called you out of 
darkneſs into his marvellous light, x Pet. 
2.19. 

%g Doſt thou find Peace and Joy 
in thy ſoul, ſo as thou doſt greatly 
rejoice in the Lord ? 

Obj. Sometime I find Joy, but it doth 
wo? remarn. 

Anſiw; Though you have not al- 
ways the Joy of the Spirit, yet you 
have always the Spirit of Joy. Joy 
15 a tranſient thing , but Believers 
have the Spirit always abiding in 
them, John 14. 16. The Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt promiſed, 7 wil! pray the Fa- 
ther, and he ſhall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you 
for ever. And this Spirit is known 
by Operation, though not always by 
. Joy: There is (faith one) the work of 
the Spirit, where there is not the joy of 
the Spirit. 


2.. Vſe of Exhortation : Labour for 
the ſealing of the Spirit in coming to this 
Holy Supper of the Lord. Pray that it 

may 
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may be a ſealing time, that God would 
| ſet the Broad Seal of the Spirit upon 


thee ; as the Spouſe, Cant. 8. 6. Set 
me as a Seal upon thy heart, as a Seal 


| upon thine arm ; as men carry their 


Seals on their fingers. Her Prayer 
doth import thus much, That ſhe 


might be eſtabliſhed in her Union with 
Chriſt, and made to abide in him, as 


| the impreſſion of a Seal is fixed up- 


on the Wax. Pray earneſtly, that 
God would ſet the Seal of his Love 
upon thee, and that thou maiſt be wrapt 
up 1n a nearer Union and Communion 


with Jeſus Chriſt. 


SERM. 
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While the King fitteth at his ta-| |, 
ble ,my Spikenard ſendeth forth | © 
the (mell thereof ; 

v 

| \eſe are the words of the Spouſe | * 
4 touching her beloved, the Lord { 
Jeſus Chriſt declaring her Ex-f| f 
periences of his gracious, ſweet, and | < 
comtorting Influences, wlule ſhe bad E 
Communion with him in his Ordi-I + 
Nances, q 
In the Words obſerve, | 7) 

t. The Title ſhe gives to Chriſt (King) t 
itt! Ng 10! "th his Sover; a1gn, ry ang Maje | [c 


tv. 


bs . 
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' ſty. There are theſe Two Titles uſual- 


ly given to Chriſt by the Spouſe, fome- 


' times ſhe calls him, her Beloved ; a Ti- 


tle importing much Love and Aﬀeci- 


/ on: as Chriſt calls her 4zs Love, a Title 
' uſually given irom a Superior to an In- 


terior, as frem an Husband to a Wile. 
Hence ſhe gives him the Title of 
AT. 

2. The ſweet and comfortable privi- 


ledge of his Preſerce, which ſhe enjoyed, 


(The King fitteth at his Table). As 
Chriſt is the King here ſpoken of, ſo 
this Table is the * Goſpel, Prov. 9g. I. 
where the Feaſt of fat things 1s prepa- 
red, Iſaiah 2.5, 6. Maith. 22, 4. Chriſt 
fittiog doth import the ſweet Commu- 
nion Believers have with him in his 
Ordinances, which is fet forth by a 
great Feaſt. Chriſt he furnitheth his 
Table with Goſpel-Dainties, and he fits 
down himſelf, Rev. 3. 20. 

3. The Effe [ t of tt » fi 'H.CS fitting at 
the Table( My Spiken a) \W hich {1gnifies 
the Graces of the Spirit in Behevers 3 
for as Spikenard hath a ſavoury and 
i\weet ſmell, to hath Grace; it is preci- 
OUS 
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MN WL IF; 


Cant. 1. 12. 


While the King fitteth at his ta- 
ble ,my Spikenard ſendeth forth 
the (mell thereof. 


i \teſc are the words of the Spouſe 
touching her beloved, the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt declaring her Ex- 
periences of his gracious, ſweet, and 
comforting Influences, while ſhe had 
Communion with him in his Ordi- 
Nances. 


In the Words obſerve, 
t. The Title ſhe gives to Chriſt ( King) 
t&tting forth his Soveraignty and Maje- 
nv. 


— 
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ſty. There are theſe Two Titles uſual- 
| ly given to Chriſt by the Spouſe, ſome- 
times ſhe calls him, her Beloved ; a Ti- 
tle importing much Love and Aﬀecti- 
on: as Chriſt calls her 47s Love, a Title 
uſually given irom a Superior to an In- 
ferior, as frem an Husband to a Wiſe. 


. Hence ſhe gives him the Title of 


Ang. 

2. The fweet and comfortable privi- 
ledge of his Preſerce, which ſhe enjoyed, 
(The King fitteth at his Table), As 
Chriſt is the King here ſpoken of, fo 
this Table is the "Goſpel, Prov. 9. I. 
where the Feaſt of fat things 1s prepa- 
red, Iſaiah 25. 6. Maith.22, 4. Chrilt 
ſitting doth import the ſweet Commu- 
nion Believers have with him in his 
Ordinances, which is fer forth by a 
great Feaſt. Chriſt he furniſheth his 
Table with Goſpel-Dainties, and he fits 
down him i&lt, Rev. 3.20. 

The Effect of the Iings fitting at 
the Table My Spiken ard) "which ſignifies 
the Graces of the Spirit in Believers 3 
for as Spikenard hath a ſavoury and 
{\weet ſmell, to hath Grace; it is preci- 

OUS 
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ous in it ſelf, and ſweet and pleaſant 
to God, and to all others who have 
their ſences exerciſed to diſcern between 
good and evil. Grace is compared in 
this Book of the Canricles to Spices and 
Flowers that have an odoriferous ſmell, 
ſendeth forth the {ſmell thereof ; which 
ſignifies the Exerciſe of Grace, the vi- 
gour and freſhneſs thereof, Cant. 4. 16. 
The Spouſe prays for the North wind to 
awake, and the South wind to come and 
blow upon her garden, that the Spices 
thereof may flow forth ; and that is , 
that her Graces may be freſh and vi- 
ZOrous. 

4. The Connexion of the Effet with 
Chriſts Preſence : While the King fitteth 
at his Table, my Spikenard ſendeth forth 
the ſmell thereof. Chriſts ſitting at his 
Table, is the Cauſe of this comforta- 
ble Effet. So that the Doctrine from 
the words is this; 


Doct. That the Preſence of Jeſus 
Chrif? in his Ordinances, do draw forth 
the Graces of Believers, and make then 
freſh and vigorous, like Spices that are 
beaten 


Sacramental Diſcourſes, 6g 


| beaten , which ſend forth their ſweet 


ſavour. 


Chriſts preſence makes the Graces 
of Believers very fragrant. Chriſt is 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs, Mal. 4. 2. 
whois very powerful in his influences ; 
the Grace of Believers are quickned and 
revived in his preſence. 


In the proſecution of this Doctrine, 
two things will come under confidera- 
tion. 


I. That the Lord Feſus Chriſt, the 
King of Saints, doth afford aud vouchſafe 
his preſence with his People in his Ordi- 
ances. 

IT. That Chriſts preſence is very pow- 
erful to draw forth the Graces of Belie- 
vers, and to make them freſh and vige- 
rous, 


I. That Chriſt doth wouchſafe his pre- 
ſence with his People in his Ordinances, 
he doth graciouſly condeſcend to fit 
at the Table with them. He doth _ 
only 
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only make a rich Feaſt, and prepare 8 
Table richly deck'd and furniſhed w th 
Goſpel-dainties, but he ſits down him. 
ſelf at his Table (2s was hinted before' 
he is faid to walk in the midſt of the 
ſeven Golden Candleſticks, Rev. 1. x1 


The Reaſons why the Lord iy fi 
doth aftord his nreſcnce with Ins py 
ple in his Ordinance, arc 

T. To fulfil his own P? - A Exod 
29. 43- An there « I wall meet with t] 
children of I1ſ-:el, and the tabernacl 
ſhall be ſandifee A by my glory. Thi 
Lord hath promiſed to meet with his 
People in his Ordinances ; they hal! 
not be in the Rings Court without the 
Kings preſence, Matth. 18. 20. and a: 
the Angel faid, Matth. 28.7. to the 
Woman that came to the Sepulcher to 
ſeek Chrift ; that he was ri/ex from 2/1 
dead : and behold, he To2th before 
into Galilee, there {ball you fee him, Sol 
inthe Ordinances, vou hail fee him 
there; Chriſt is viſible to an eye Ol 


Faith. 


CC” 
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. To anſwer his Peoples — 
ih the earneſt Prayer of gracious fouls, 
rhat they may meet with Chriſt in his 
Ordinances, who 1s the blefling and 
comfort of them, that he may fit at 
his Table with them, elſe theſe Dain» 
ties Will not reliſh well with them, 
and they ſhall famiſh at this Goſpel 
Feaſt. The Spoule invites her bcloved 
to come 1nto his Garden, and eat his 
pleaſant fruits, ſignitying her ardent 
deſire of his preſence. And {aith holy 

David, Pſal. 63.1. O God, thou art my 
God, early wzll T ſeek thee. It is God 
in the Ordinances, that Gracious Souls 
do ſcck aiter. 

J, To ſatisfie their expettatzons. 
They go with expectations to meet with 


Chriſt, to ſee the King in his Glory, 
Pal. 63.2. To ſee thy power and thy 


glory, ſn as I have ſeen thee in the ſantIu- 
ary. Without which, the Ordinan- 
ces are but empty things. Their carn- 
eſt breathings and longs are after God, 
their expectations are from him, Plal. 
$4.2. My ſoul longeth, yea, even faint- 

2th tor the courts of the Lord : my heart 
ax 
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and my fleſh crieth out for the living God. 

Obj. But it may be objected, I have 
come often to the Lords Table, but ne- 
ver experienced the King ſitting there. 

Anſw: 1, Chriſt is viſible in his Or- 
dinances only to an eye of Faith. Thou 
comelt to the Word, and to the Sacra- 
ment, and doeſt not fee him, it is be- 
cauſe thou haſt not thy eyes open to 
ſee him. Chriſt is preſent to an eye 
of Faith, but it may be thou doeſt not 
come prepared with an expectation to 
ſee him : it is Faith that makes Chriſt 
preſent to to the Soul. It is with many 
as it was with /Zagar, who ſaw not the 
Well of Water that was near her, till 
God opened her eyes. 

2. There is a two-fold preſence of 
Chriſt, his ſecret and his ſenſible pre- 
ſence, his viſible and inviſible pre- 
ſence. Chriſt is ſecretly preſent when 
he is not ſenlibly ſo, Fob9. 11. Lo, he 
goeth by me, and I ſee him not : he paſ- 
ſeth on alſo, but I perceive him not. It 
is indeed very comfortable to have his 
ſenſible preſence ; but we muſt not con- 
clude Criſt isnot preſent, becauſe we 
cannot 
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cannot ſee him, through our heedlefs- 
neſs we do not obſerve his acceſles and 
receſſes ; that we do not fee Chriſt in 
his Ordinances, its becauſe our hearts 
are afar off. Do we not olten draw 
nigh to God with our bodies, and our 
hearts at a great diſtance from him 2 
We give him the ſervice of the lips, 
but not the fervice of the heart, 7/az. 
29. 43. 

7ſe. Bat this ſurely is the bleſſing 
and comfort of the Ordinances to in- 


joy Chriſtin them; without whom, 


we have but the ſhadow without the 
ſubltance, the {hell withaur the kernel. 
2. Branch : That the Gracious preſence 
of Chriſt in his Ordinances, doth greatly 
influence, and draw f-rih the Graces of 
Believers, and mate them very freſh and 
vigorous, ſweet and ſavory. Tins makes 
their Spikenard to tend lorth the ſmell 
thereot; the actings of Grace depend 
upon his gracious influences. ( The 
Spotſe had (0; 04d experiet 1CES ol, this; 
therefore the Prays, Cant. 4. 16. | That 
the North and South-winds might blow 
upon her Garden, that the ſpices thereof 
' may 
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may flow forth. This will appear from 
theſe two rbings : 


I. That all Grace is in Chrift. 
Il. That all Grace is communicated 
from Chriſt to us. 


All Graceis in Chrift, as all light 

'S in the Sun, and ail water in the 
Ocean, Col. 1 C20: Xe pleaſeth the fa- 
ther, that in him ſhould all ful; eſs dwell. 
Chriſts fulneſs is an univerſal fulneſs, 
and it isa dwelling 1ulnels. ; 
That all Grace is communcated 
trom Chriſt to us, as all light is com- 
municated trom the Sun, and all water 
from the Ocean, 1 Foh» 1H. And of 
his fulneſs have all we rec etved, and 
grace for grace; not only the habits of 
Grace, but the aCtings of Grace de- 
pend upon Chriſt. Hz is all in all, as 
in the Working, ſo in the ating oi 
Grace 5 theretore he tells his Diſciples, 


Joh- Lhe 5 Without me ye can do nothin. 
2s iys Separate and apart from me. 


Chrift is the Author and finiſher of 
our Faith ; as the influences of the Sun 
| arc 
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are very quickning, ſo are the influen- 
ces of Chriſt, the Sun of Righreouſneſs : 
While the King fitterh at his Table, 
there are gracious Communications 
ſrom him to Believers. 

The aftings of Grace are the Saints 
fruits, which are found from him. 
The Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of Chriſts li- 
wang it him, Gal. 2. 20. 

. This may be argued from expe- 
rience ; r's the joint experience of all 
Saints. It was the experience of the 
Spouſe (as in the Text) and all Belie- 
vers can join their experiences with 
hers in this point : in the injoyment 
of Chriſts preſence, their Graces are 
lively and ative, and their Comforts 
are multiplied, and their Graces are 
more or leſs active, vigorous and fa- 
vory, according, to the influences of 
Chriſt upon them, and the communi- 
on they have with him. As the neat- 
er the Sun, the more light and hear, 
ſo the nearer to Chriſt, the more 
powerſul are his influences upon us, 
to make our Graces lively and active, 


ſweet and fragrayt- This is the con- 
F 2 current 
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current experience of Believers. 

Tſe 1. Is it fo } Then here we maz 
ſee the wonderiul condefcention 0! 
Chriſt, who though a King, and a King 
of Kings, yer he will vouchſafe to fit 
at his Table with us, to have commu- 
nion with us in his Ordinances. O be- 
loved, what a high priviledge is this ? 
Its that which makes ſitting at his Ta- 
ble fo ſweet and delighttal, 2 Cart. 3. 
T fat down under kis ſhadow with great 
delight. Itis deligh tome fitting down 
with Chriſt at his Tab] e: There are 
many choice and excc!lent fruits which 
flow from him to bclievers. Good 
company at a Feaſt is very delighttul. 
Here you may have Chrilts company, 
and 1s not that moſt fweet and Pica- 
ſant > Ipſe aſpettus Loni viri deleftar, 
was the ſaying of an Heathen : Tie 
very aſpect of a good Man, delighte! 
much more Chriſt; aſpect, who i is not out, 
Good, but Goodneſs it ſelf. 

2. Exhortation: This then ſhould 
encourage us to come to this Golpcl- 
Feaſt, for there the King fitteth at Is 
Table, and he ſits there ro welcome 
his 
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his Gueſts; as he hath invited his 
Guelts, Matth, 22. Come, for all things 
are ready. So, he welcomes them, 
he ſits there to give them the beſt en- 
tertaitnment. They Feait wita the 
King of Heaven, and feed upon thoſe 
delicacies. which he hath prepared. 
He hath prepared his Dinner, his Fat- 
lings and Oxen are killed, and all 
things are made ready tor them. 

2. Pray then for the preſence of 
Chriſt in his Ordinances, be ardently 
deſirous, and earneſtly longing for his 
company, that the King may fit at his 
Table with thee, that thy. Spikenard 
may ſend forth the ſmell thereof. In- 
vite Chriſt to come into thy heart, as 
the Spouſe doth, Cant. 4. 16. Let my 
belvved come into bis tarden, and eat 
his pleaſant fruits. Two things the 
Spoule deſires of Chriſt, x. That (be 
might enjoy his preſence: 2. That he 
woula eat his pleafant fruits, That is, 
familiarly delight in his own Graces. 
The fruits that Believers bring forth 
are very delightful to Chriſt ; they 
are his pleaſant fruits: 

E-2 ?. In 
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3- In approaching to this Ordinance | 7 
of the Supper, look to Chriſt only, g 
Heb.12.2. Looking unto Jeſus, «queorms. {| 
The word ſignify a looking off | 5 
all orher obje&s, and looking unto | : 


Jeſus only. Fix the cye of thy Faith 
upon Chrift, when thou comeſt to 

the Lords Table, ſee him fitting there, C 
and look only to him as that Per/raz 
Lady, being at Cyrus's Wedding, and 
asked- how the liked the Bridegroorm, 
I kaow not, aid ſhe, for 7 ſaw no body ol 
there but my own Huſband. Look to tl 


Chriſt only as the Diſciples that werc tl 
with Chriſt : Upon the Mount of o 
Transfiguration, there appeared unto | 
them Moſes and Elias \ talking with dt 
him, Mat. 17. 3. but immediately a = 


bright cloud over-ſhadowed them, and 
then they ſaw no man ſave Jeſus only, S 
V. 5. 8. Look to Jeſus Chriſt and him : 


only. Say as that Martyr ſaid, 7 care 
for nothing viſible or inviſible, ſo I may G 


enjoy him. 

4 In coming to this holy Supper ( 

of the Lord, let our behaviour be ſuch, : 
25 we may ce the King fitting at his 
Table, 


give hoaoar to him ; 
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Table, and not provoke him to with- 
draw, fot if he abſent himſelf, then 


thy peace and comfort is gone, thy 


Spikenard will not ſend fotth its ſmell, 
this holy Feaſt will be a Famine to 
thee. 

DireF. But what ſhould we do? 
Or how ſhould we ſo carry our ſelves 
in coming to the Lords Table, as we 
may not give him cauſe to w ithdraw. 

1. Then, Look to the Preparations 
of thy Soul before thou comeſ?, ask 
thy Soul this Queſtion, O my Soul, 
thou art going to fit with the King at 
his Table, to Feaſt with him, but how 
art thou prepared? Haſt thou thy Wed- 
ding- Garment : 2 What care haſt thou 
taken to make thy ſelf ready, Rev. 
19. 7. Let us be glad and rejoice, and 
for the marriage of 
the Lamb is come, and his wife hath 
made her ſelf ready. Every Sacra- 
ment-day may be ſaid to be a Marri- 
age-day, then we mcet the Bridegroom 
of our ſouls, and we ſhould make our 
ſelves ready for him. 


F 4 2. Look 
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2. Look to the poſture and bchavi- 
our of thy ſoul while thou art at the Þ 4h1 
Rings Table. Nin 
That thou behave thy ſelf reve- of 
cantly in the Preſence of the King of Þ mx 
Glory, Zeb. 12. 28. Wherefore we recei- | Ta 
VINT a kingdom which cannot be moved, ro! 
let us have grace whereby we may ſerve fac 
God acceptably with reverence and godly Þ Lo 
fear. Mal. 1.6. 4 ſon hononreth his fa- | Fe: 
ther, and a ſervant his maſter 2 If then Þ} his 
1 he a father, where 1s mine honour 2 and 
if I be a maſter, where is my fear > 
2. Give him your Loves. Chriſt is 
not ſatisfhed with any thing, cxcept- we 
give our Love to him, and he muſt 
have all our love: Modus amantdz deum 
eſt line modo : The only meaſure of lo- | — 
ving God, is to love him without mea- 
{ure. , 

Be obedient to hearken to his 
Voice, ſay to all the Powers and Fa- 
culties of thy Soul, as the Mother of 
Chrilt ſaid to the Servants at the Wed- 
aing, Fohn 2. 5. Whatſoever he ſaith unto 
you, ao it : And as Samuel fajd, Speak, 

Lord. for thy ſervant heareth. 


4. Be 
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4. Be chearſul in his Preſence, let 
thy Soul be filled with Joy , rcjoice 
* | in the Lord, Phil. 4. 4. Take heed 
* | of dullneſs and heavineſs ; for this 
| Þ may cauſe the King to riſe from his 
- | Table. It's ſaid of a Roman Empe- 
» | rour, That he never ſent away any 
? | fad from his Preſence. Surely the 
Y Þ Lord Jeſus, the King of this Goſpel- 
- | Feaſt, would have none fad that fits at 
p his Table with him. 
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Cant. 2- 3: 


—— And his fruit was ſweet to 
my taſte. 


Hele are the words of the Spouſe 

concerning. her Beloved , the 
Lord” Jeſus Chriſt. In the foregoing 
Clauſe of this Verſe, ſhe ſhews how 
delightful the ſhadow of Chriſt was to 
her, IT fate down ander his ſhadow with 
great delight : When ſhe was ſcorched 
with outward and inward heat, with 
ſharp outward afflictions, with the ſence 
of Gods wrath, and fiery Darts of Sa- 
tans Temprations, Chriſt was a com- 
pleat refreſhing thadow to her, 7ſaiab 
IN 2. 
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Jl. 2. He 1s ſaid to be as the ſhadow of 


a great rock in a weary land. 

In the words of the Text ſhe ſhews 
how ſweet Chriſts Fruit was to her 
taſte. In theſe Two Clauſes joyned 
together by this Copulative (and), we 
have the Spouſes high Commendation 
ot Chriſt, ſhe commends him from her 
own Experience, and we fay, Experi- 
ence teacheth. 

She found both proteion from him 
and proviſion in him. 


Doft. From the words I ſhall obſerve 
this Dorine, That there are many 
choice and excellent Fruits in Chriſt , 
which flow from him to Believers, all 
which are very ſweet and pleaſant to their 
taſte. The Lord Jeſus is compared to 
a Tree of Life, Prov. 3.18. in reſpect 
of the Variety of his Bleſſings, and 1n 
reſpe& of the conſtancy of his Influen- 
ces, Rev: 22. 2. In the midſt of the ſtreer 
of it, and of either fide of the river waz 
there the tree of life, which bare twelve 
manner of fruits, and yielded her fruir 


every month, QC. 
| AnG 
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And how fatisfyingly ſweet are theſc 
to Believers > They are like Manna, 
that ſutes the taſte of every gracious 
Sov]. | 

In proſecution of this Doctrine, | 


ſhall, 


I. Shew, What are thoſe ſweet and 
precious Fruits of Chriſt which flow from 
him to Believers. 

Il. How do they taſte the Fruits of 
Chriſt ? 

II. How doth it appear, that the 
Pruits of Chriſt are ſweet to a Believer; 
taſte ? 


1. Q. What are thiſe Fruits of 


Chrift which flow from bim to Belie- 
Vers ? 

Anſ. The Fruits of Chriſt are the 
Diſcoveries and Manifeſtations of his 
Grace and Love, the Emanations of 
his Favour, thoſe Spiritual Bleſſings 
which are the Fruits of tus Blood, Ep. 
I. 3. As, 

I, Firſt, Pardon of Sin. Thus is one 
-of rhoſe ſweet and precious Fruics that 
How 


flow | 


| his V 
! {in's 11 
| his R 
| 1S tit 


don 
(as 1 
dedu 
it ; 
the 
mer 
this 
{wee 
Mak 
glad, 
may 
the 
Son, 
had 
forg, 
1 
of 1 
Vers 
I 
of { 
Vin 
us | 
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flow from Chrifts Blood, and drop from 
| his Wounds, Col. 1- 14. Forgiveneſs of 
| fins is a Redemption-Mercy, a Fruit of 
{ his Redeeming Love: And how ſweet 
r | is tas bleſſing to a Believers taſte? Par- 

don oi ſin 1s every bleſling radically 

(as faith a Reverend Divine): We may 
4 | deduce and derive every blefling from 
it ; we may fay of this bleſſing, it is 


" I the pardon of {in , and of the other 
(| Mercy, 1t 1s the pardon of ſin. And 
 F this precious Fruit of Chriſt is very 
D ſweet to a Believers taſte, Pſal. 51. 8. 


Make me, faith David, to hear joy and 
gladneſs, that the bones thou haſt broken 
may rejoice. The Joy that flows from 
the pardon of ſin is unſpeakably ſweet ; 
Sor; (faith Chriſt to the man whom he 
had healed), b2 of good cheen, thy fins are 
forgiven thee. 

Therc are Four things in the pardon 
of ſin, that makes it ſo ſweet to belie- 
vers. 

T. Firſt, The Freeneſs of it, Pardon 
of fin lows from the Fountain of Di- 
vine Love, T/aiah 43.25. God pardons 
us for his own ſake, not for any wor- 
thineſs 


"., ..., Gum, Ws SS 
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thineſs in us, Rev. I. 5. Unto him that 


loved us, and waſhed us from our fins in Þ ( 
It's not a Pardon which | 
we have merited, but which Chriſt has | 


his own blood. 


freely purchaſed by his own Bloor ; and 
becauſe they taſte and fee ſo much love 
in the pardon of ſin, therefore it's fo 
ſweet to , them. 

2. Secondly, The fullnefs of it; all 
their ſihs included and comprcitended 
in it: its a-full and Gercral Pardon, 
not one fin left our, Col. 2. 13. Having 
forgiven you all treſpaſſes. O! this 1s 
ſweet, not the guilt of one fin remains, 
all fins pardoned, -paſt, preſent and to 
come; not that fins are actually par- 
doned to the Soul before they be com- 
mitted, but there is pardon laid up in 
Chriſt, to be applied by him when ſin 
is committed, Pſal. 130.4. Sin is fo 
forgiven as it is forgotten to Believers; 
God is ſaid to blot out their trangreſſions, 
and not to remember their fins, W{aiah 
43-25. and in Fer. 50. 20, The iniquity 
of Tjrael hall be ſoaght for, and there 
ſhall be none, and the fins of Judah, and 
they ſhall not be fourd, &e, This is very 
jweet to them, 3. ray 
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3. Thirdly, The Authentickneſs of it. 


| (1.) ir's a Pardon ratified and confirm- 


ed by the Blood of Chriſt. Mat. 26. 28. 


' For-this is my blood of the New Teſtament, 


which is ſhed for many for the remiſſion 
of fins. (2.) Sealed with the Broad 
Seal of Heaven. (3.) Witneſſed to us 
by the Spirit. 

4. Pourthly, It's an everlaſting Par- 
don ; it is enacted in Heaven; and ſhall 
never be reverſt, like the- Law's of the 
Medes and Perſians, unalterable. The 
Gitts and Calling of God are without 
repentance. This is ſweet. 

2. Secondly, Peace is another of thoſe 
choice Fruits that low from Chriſt to 
Believers, Fohn 14. 27. Peace IT leave 
with you, my Peace ] give unto you. How 
{weet 1s Chriſts Peace unto a believer ? 
This is the ſweer Food a Chriſtian feeds 
upon, and is delig ited with it's a Soul 
ſecuring Peace, F bil. 4. 7: It keepsthe 
heart and mind of a Chriſtian as in a 
Garrifon' ; it keeps the mind 1n the 
ſenſe of evil things, and the heart in 
the want of good things. The Soul 
pes a ſweet repoſe in the ms: 

C- 
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Jeſus Chriſt ; nothing ſweeter than the 
Peace of a goou Conlcieace, Prov. x5. 
15. A good Conſcience 1s a continual 
Feaſt. This ſweet Fruit flows trom 
Chriſt, he is the Prince of Peace, and 
hath promiſed to give reſt unto the 
weary and heavy laden Soul , /{a 
II. 28. 

3. Thifdly, Foy in the Ily Ghoſt, i: 
2 Ba » Fruit which fiows trom Chrilt 
ro believers ; he 15 the Fountain of Joy, 
and all our ireth Springs are in him, liz 
has the ſole gilt of comtorr, Fob, 15.17. 
Theſe things hav fo T ſpoken w2to you, that 
my joy 8/3: remain in you: Ani he ſend 
his Spirir, the Comforter, to fill their 
hearts with Joy and Comtort ; and tb ts 
is joy unſpeakable, and full of glory, x Pct. 
LS 
© 4 Þourthly, The ſealing and aſſurance 
of his ro This the Spouſe prays tor, 
Cant. 8. 6. She would be aſſured of, and 
confirmed in the Love of Chrift ; and 
this Fruit of his 15 moſt ſweet to a be- 
lievers taſte: Aſſurance of Chriſts Love 
is an Heaven on this ſide Heaven. The 
aſlured Soul lives in the yery Suburbs ot 
Heaven, 
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Heaven, in the upper Region of Grace 
| Þ and Comfort. 
Y. 5. Fifthly,Strengtbening and perſevering 
Pha 1s another ſweet Fruit flowingirom 
| Þ him ro believers. It is through his Grace 
- | & Strength communicated that they are 
- F enabled to perſevere,togo from ſtrength 
to ſtrength, that they may mount up in 
i | the ways of God, as with Eagles wings, 
| that they run w thout w earineſs, and 
» E walk and not faint, it is becauſe he re- 
' news their ſtrength, ſarah 40. 31. The 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſendeth forth judg- 
ment unto victory, Mat. 12. 20. 2 Cor. 
$1.21. They arc cſtabliſhed in him, he 
" | cnables them to overcome, and mates 
' | them Pillars in the Temple of his God, 
* Rev. 3. 12. Pillars are both the Fir- 
mament and Ornament of Temples : 
We may underſtand it (faith one) of 
the fulneſs and conſtancy both of Grace 
| Þ and Glory in Heaven. Thus I have re- 
| | marked fome cf thoſe ſweet and precis 
* | ous Fruits which Chri't communicates 
to his people: 
Qu. 2. But how do Believers taſte the 
Fruits of Chriſt ? 
G Anf. 
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Anſ. By Faith they taſte his Fruit to 
be ſweet: Faith is the Souls Taiter. 
Thereare Two ways by which we taſlc 
that the Lord is graciovs. 


ana by Y:fhon, fr.) By Faith - Faith 


feeds aye 1 the Fruits of Chritt. and 
| 
theſc caren anc ied upon by taith, are 


1 - k & 
Ver\ tweet ro 4.1 CO1CIOUH5 W\J «ts, 
ſers the Soul dc 
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dow, Where it 15 {atis{yingty ted, 
AT , | 1 P a4 rn 36 & 
oreatly bland © w dich the | {wcetneſs of 


L; 


his Fruit. (2-} By /7/roz, and to we ſhall 
taſte hereajter, how craCious he 15, and 
be infinitely delighted with his pleaſant 
Fruits, 

Reaſons : y Why are thoſe precious 
_ which flow trom Chr: to belic- 

rs, ſo ſweet to their tatile 2 

1. Firj;, Becaule they 8: 
ol his Blood, Pardon, Peace. Joy, ©: 
are purchated by his Blood, an 
fore {o highly valuable, and trank, 
dently ſweet to believers. 


LIPS 5, , [ 
2. Secoadly. —_— th y are | 
Ny re of , £1 s 
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ES. £1 © 
Toons 01 their Gaviours Love, 


Cy ing Love, which is ho ry 
Flt: 


by Faith. 


{ont 


| 


: 


| very ſweet to them ; they taſte and ſee 
| the greateſt Love in theſe precious 
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| fent them from Heaven, muſt needs be 


Fruits of Chriſt : and the more Love 
we taſte and ſee in the Mercics we en- 
joy, the ſweeter they are to us. Chriſts 
Fruits which Ic 1mparts and commun1« 
cates to his people, are the Evidences 
and Demonſtr:tions of his diſtinguiſh- 
ing Love, and therefore ſweet to their 
taitc. 


Tſe r. If this be fo, That there are 
precrous "ip s of Chrit flowing from 
bin, which are [9 ſwect {0 Beltevzrs , 
then how ſweet is Chriſt Lamſec!f 2 If fo 
much ſweetneſs in the Streams, then 
how much 1n thc Fountain 2 Th cle are 
but ſome drops that {flow from hi 1m, he 
is the Ocean. And how ſweet will 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt be when we ſhall 
enjoy him tully and camcdtatcly, when 
we ſhall live at the Fountain head 2 We 
ſlay , water 1s iweeteſt neareſt the 
Spring, Sz: Deus "am bor 1s a1Trentibus 
Guam bonus frucuiihus. Wt ad be {ſo 
o00d to Faith , then how good anu 
G 2 ſ\yec* 
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{weet to fruition 2 If the Cluſters be {© 
{weet, then how ſweet will the whole 
Tomage oc ? 

: Secondly, Then we ſee a Reaſo- 
hs Chriſt ts [9 ſweet and precious to 
Believers, x Pet. 2. 7. They have taſted 
that the Lord is gracious, What an high 
Valuation do they ſet upon Chriſt, what 


appreciating thoughts have they of 


him ! and no wonder his Fruit is {o 
{weet to their taſte. 
Lite thac bringeth forth Twelve man- 
ner of Fruits, and the va riety of his 
Bleſſings and conſlancy of his Influen- 
ces do commend him to believers. tt 
15no wonder; that thof: who have ta- 
ſted the ſweetneſs of lis Frivits ſhould 
be ſo enamoured of hin: 3; but here 1s 
the wonder, that Chriit ihould be no 
more precious' to us, that h;e ſhoui-] be 
fo tow and mean in our eſteem, vo 75 
more prects. 1s thon Rabies, aud all the 
things we Can defire are not 10 be compared 
to him, Prov. 3. 16. 

3. Thirdly, Then. we may ſee from 
he - the bleſſedneſs of Believers, w0 
feed upon the ſweet Fruits of Chriſt, 

They 


he 15 a Tree ot 
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They are ted with hidden Manza ; they 
have meat to cat the world know not 
of, the world teed upon husks, but they 
ſeed upon the bread of Life, they are 
cnamoured of better things, have bet- 
ter comforts, Pſal. 36. 8. They ſhall be 
' abundantly ſatisfied "wich om fainsſs of 
thy houſe, and thou (halt make them 
drink of the Rivers of es plea Hres : 
, | The loving kindneſs of God, which 1s 
{| better than life, doth delight their ſouls. 
. | Chriſt is their portion, whom they live 
n upon. 
- 4. Fourthly Then be ardently defirens 
r | and longing after the ſweet Fruits of 
- | Chrijt, He that hath taſted Honey to 
1] be ſweet, defircs more of it: Haſt thou 
5 | taſted of Chrifts ſweet era u:ts> defire 
o | more of them, P/a/. 119. Say rhere 
with holy D:vid, My _ breaketh 
s || for the longing it hath unto thy judgments 
» | at all times, Long alter a MmIre full 
1 | enjoyment and participation of Chriſts 
pleatant (raits, urge that promiſe, Pſat. 
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Fitthly, 
F Lok under Chriſts ſhadow. Its delight» 
ſome fitting there ; tor there he com- 
municates his choice fruits to his peo- 
ple. The Ordinances are his Banquet 
ting-houſe. where he feaſts Belzevers 
with the Daintics an1 Delicacies of his 
Love : There he makes them 1 Feaſt 
of Love; there he meets i!:.m and 
blefſeth them, e! {pecially in this holy 
Ordinance oi the Supper, £ there Chrifl 
communicates his choicet and {weetc ſt 
ruits to his people, there the love ol 
Teſus Chriit 1s ſet forth both in the frec- 
neſs an.l fullneis of it ; an be fure you 
bring taita with you, and then his frui! 
will be tweet to your taſte. 

6. Sixthly, By way of r:quital to Jc- 
ſus Cirriſt : Let us invite hin into our 
hearts, as the Spoule, Cant. 4.16. Le: 
my beloved com? into bis rarden, aud ec 
h; F ple: iſ ant Fratts. Hor defire '5 two 
Rd. Cr.) 7 hat h2 would come, (2.) F 
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| his, and that makes them pleaſant, for 
{ he cannot but be delighted with his 
own Graces : Let our hearts be open- 
ed ani prepared to give Chriſt enter- 
tainment, and then we ſhall enjoy 
more of him, and be filled with the 
{ſweet Odours of is Grace, Joby 14. 
bE,.23- 

Laſtly, Then what a great Encou- 
ragement 15 have! tO POOr Souls to come 
tO "Chriſt, to {it down uuder his ſha- 
dow, who hath choice and "por CiOUs 
rut; to aclight them beyonc d all com- 
Pariio'. So rnat it you will come to 
Chriit, ani cart of his tweet fruits, you 
will fiv as he fad, O quam ſuave et, 
Q&c. 2 how lweet is it to want the 
worjds iweetneis! the ſweeteſt things 
of the world will be bitter to thee im 
comp2riton of the ſweet icuits oi Chriſt, 
ne mot precious things vile in ta;ne 
eycs ard wich him; yea, all 
things will be accounted dung and droſs 
In compariſon of his Exccllencics, Phil. 
3- 3. Get thy (ol enamoured of Jeſus 
Chrift, come and drink oi this l:ving 
water, and thon wilt nor thirſt more 

$; | aiter 
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After theſe puddle Streams; He tha! 
hath the Fountain cannot want the 
Streams, Foh. 4. 14. Whoſoever drinketh 
of the water that 1 ſhall give him, ſhall 
never thirlt, but the water that ] [hall 
give him ſhall be in him a well of water, 
(pringing up unto everlaſting life. Chriſts 
fruits are futable and fatisfying : Why 
doſt thou feed upon husks? why Thouldft 
thou ſpend thy money for that which is not 
bread, and thy labour for that which ſatis- 
fiet! D not ? Fearken diligently unto him, 

and thy foul (hall delight its ſelf in fat- 


neſs. 


Or: I 15 


Life of Faith. 


Gal. 2. 20. 


And the life which I now live in: 
the flejb, I live by the faith of 
the Son of God. 


HE Apoſtte doth here in ti: 
beginning of this Verſe, declare 


Iimfelt to be both a crucied 
an] quickened Chriſtian, 7 am crucifi2d 
72h Ci if, newert! elefs T live, Re had 
felowin nr with him in his Death, and 
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fied by the power of his Death , and 
quickened by the vertue of his Refur- 
rection. 

In the words of the Text he ſhews 
what manner of Liic he lived, not a 
Life of Sence, for that is the Life of the 
World; not a Lite of Viſion, for that 
is the Life of Heaven ; but a Life of 
Faith; And the life which 1 now live in 
the © fieſh, I live, &c. Believers do ce 
God here, but it is by Faith, all their 
Vitions of God herc are Viſions of 
Faith, 2 Cor. 5, 7. Wewalk by faith, not 
by freht. 

Betore I come to the Dodrine, I ſhall 

pen theſe words ( / live by the faith of 
the Son of God). And there are Three 
Reaſons why the Apoſtle calls it , the 
Faith of the S63 of G ll. 


T. To ſhew the Excellency of it. Things 
have the Name of God in the Scrip- 
tures put upon them, to ſet forth their 
Excellency, 25s the tcar of God that is 
the moſt excciicnt fear. 

Hd. Itis the Faiiit of the Son of God, 
becaxſe it is wrouzh! by him by the pres 


of 
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of the Holy Spirit : Tt is called the Faith 
ot the Operation of God, Col. 2. r2. 
Fe is the author and finiſher of our f, _ 
Heb. 12. 2. Rev. 3. 18. I counſel the 
bay of me gold nd in the fire, that 
maiſt be rich, Ifa. 53. 11. By his know- 
ledge (hall my righteous ſervant ju$tifie 
many ; that 1s, by his Faith which 1s 
revealed in the Goſpel, and wrought 
by his Power. The great Doctrine ot 
the Goſpel, 1s Juſtification by Faith. 
The Goſpel is called the Word of 
Faith. 

Il. Becauſe he is the Object of it : 
The chiet object of Faith is Chritr ; 
the promiles are the objeCts of Faith, as 
they relate to him, and are Yea and 
Am: 11 him, 2 Cor, 1. 20. But Chriſt 
15 the principal Object of Faith. Foy. 
I4. I. Te believe in God, bzlicye alſo i: 
me, 


I come now to the Dottrine to be 
[led from theſe words ; which 15 


— p » #* _ 
{bat the life which Believers 
= «1, Ay : . TY 
(i7 {+4 7 re! LU? 31 G42, [{s$ 1 life of 5 e584 'F, 
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It isa life in the fleſh, but not a fleſhly 


life, which they live, but a life of 


Faith, Zeb. 10. 38. The ju$t ſhall live 
by Faith. Being made juſt by Faith 
they live (as ſome expound the words) 
believers live by that Faith by which 
they are made juſt. 


In proſecution of this Dodrine, 

x. I ſhall open the nature of Juſtily- 
ing Faith, by which a Chriſtian lives. 

2. I ſhallclear this DoQtrine by ſome 
Propoſitions. 

3. Shew how, and in what reſpects 
a- Chriſtians life 1s by Faith. 


t. To open the nature of true Juſti- 
tying Faith, take this deſcription of 
it. 


Deſcription of Faith. 
Faith is a ſaving Grace, whereby we 


recetve, and reſt alone upon Je ſus Chriſt 


for Saly ation, as he is offered 'o us inthe 
Go{vel. 
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rt. /callit a Grace] It being infuſed 
into us, and ſupernaturally wrought 
and produced inthe Soul by the Grace 
of God, it 1s the gift of God, Fph. 2. 
8. It is not a Faith we brought with us 
into the World ; indeed, the Faith of 
the World is no more than a Natural 
Principle, but Juſtitying Faith is of the 
operation of God, and how it 1s 
wrought, you may fee, Eph. x. 19. 
True Faith is not a Plant that grows 1n 
Natures Garden. It is by way of Di- 
vine donation, Phil. 1.29. Among the 
Pelagians, Faith was nothing but the 
Iflue of their own free Will, and it 1s 
no other with the Socinzans ; but cer- 
tainly, it is above the natural faculty 
of man to believe aright. In Innocen- 
cy Man had a power to believe, but 
by the fall he loſt his believing faculty. 
2. Its above Moral Vertue (faith one) 
There is a vaſt difference betwixt Mo- 
ral Vertue and Spiritual Graces; the 
ſeeds of Moral Vertues are found in 
fallen Nature, but of Spiritual Graces 
none at all. 


2. Faith 


ro2 Of the Lifeof Faith, 
». Fatth zs a Saving Grace] as Leing, 
x. the way and means eflectual to Sal- 
vation. 2. As having Salvation annex- 
cd toit by tlie promiſe of Ged, Mark 
16. 16. He that believeth ſhall be ſa- 
ved. Faith and Salvation are fo fure- 
Iy connexcd, that he that believerh 15 
faved already. Eph. 2.8. By Grace 
ye are ſaved through Faith, and is faid 
to have cverlaiting lile. Foh. 6. 47. 

The believer hath everlaſting lite. 

i. 7a Promiſſs, In the Promiſes. 
2. {u Frimitiis, In the firſt fruits ot 
| 
3. Whereby the Soul receive aud ref! 
upon Chriſt alone for Salvation. | Here 
are two acts of Faith, 1. A receiving 
Chrift. Thus Faith is expreſſed, Joh: 
1.12. To as many as received him- 
And this in the latter part of the verſe, 
1s called a believing on his Name. A 
2d act of Faith 1s, a reſting upon 
Chriſt. Thus Faith is alſo expreſſed, 
It is a reſting, relying, and leaning upon 
Chriſt. Pſal 37.7. Cant. 8. 6. T2 
Spoule is there ſaid to come out of the 
Wilderneſs, Icaning on her Beloved. 
| It 
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It is called a ruſt ng and faving upon 
God. Tf. 26. 3. Thou wilt keep him 
in perfect peace, md ſc mind is ſtayed 
on thee : becauſe he trujteth in thee. 
And the Soul that waliceth in darknels, 
and hath no hght, is exhorted ro truſt 
12 the Name ot the Lord, and ftay 
upon his God, ar 50. Io. Faith is 
tite Souls fli zhr ro If s C| rift, So 1t 
1s expreſſed, Pjal. 1.43. 9. Upon Chriſt 
alone.) In oppofition 20 its OWn righte- 
ouſnc!s, being unbottomed and taken 
off ali falſe reſts, There are many talfe 
reſts, buthe that believes 1s unbottom- 
ed, he is emptied of himſelf, andgoes 
naked to Chritt, and reſts upon him 
alone. Lord, faith rhe believing Soul, 
I come to thee to ſave me : I rely only 
upou thy righteouſneſs for Tuſtification 

and Salvation, and if there be not enough 
"in thee to ſ. ve me, and to make me hap- 
py, 1 dehre to be eternally miſerable. 
Thus the believing Soul comes to 

Chriſt, in the ſence of its own ſinſu'- 
neſs and unworthinels, and reſts upon 
him atone for Salvation. Thus 1s rhe 
end of Faith, x Pet. 1. 9. Receiving 
; the 
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the end of your Faith; even the ſaluas 
tion of your Soul, 

4. As heis freely offered in the Goſ- 
pelJ This is the laſt thing in this de- 
finition of Faith. Ciriſt is offered in 
the Goſpel in all his Offices, as Pro- 
phet Prieſt, and King; and fo 
Faith receives him. Faith takes Chriſt 
not only as a Saviour, but as a Sove- 
raign,. and as a Sandifier ; not only as 
a Prieſt to ſave us, but as a Prophet to 
teach us, and as a King to Rule in, and 
over us, Faith ſets Chriſt upon the 
Throne 1n the heart ; the believing 
Soul is as willing to be fanCtifted, as to 
be faved by him. In a word, Faith 


takes a whole Chriſt ; for ſo he is of- | 


icred in, the Goſpel, Chri/# will be a 
Saviour to none but thoſe that will accept 
him for their Soveraign; he will ſave 
none but whom he ſanttifres : As he 1aid to 
Peter, Joh: 13.8. If I waſh thee not, 


thou haſt uo part in me, 


Secondly, I come in the ſecond place 
to lay down tome Propoſitions for the 
clearing of the Do@trine; .and the firſt 
iS this : 


x Propofi- 
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3 F ropofition. That true Faith is a 
lively and aftive Grace. Its practical, 
a doing and ſuffering Grace ; it's that 
which aCtuates and quickens all other 
Graces. As the Criſtal hath Vertue in 
it, to quicken other precious ſtones, 
when the Vertue of them is almoſt ex- 
tin, ſo Faith doth revive and quicken 
all other Graces in the Soul of a Chri- 
ſtian. If Faith lies dead in us, then all 
other Graces lye dead alſo; yea, as 
one faith, Dormit Chriſtus fi dormit fides, 
Chriſt ſleeps, if Faith ſleeps. Faith is the 
great Wheel that ſet all the leſſer Wheels 
1n motion in the Soul. | 

And all thoſe worthy ads, and high 
atchievements, mentioned Heb, 1.are 
attributed to Faith, as the chief Prin- 
ciple that produced them. Faith is an 
active Principle, it works by love, Gal. 
5.6. In 1 Thef. 1. 3. we read of the 
Work of Faith. 

2 Prop. That a good Life is inſepara- 
ble from Faith, Yea, as AuSfin faith, 
A good Faith is a good Life, Non bene 
creditur ubi non bene vivitur, They do 
nt believe well, that do not live well. 
H To 
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| To believe (faith one) zs to do Gods 
Irenzns. jp;[] 

There is a Faith that believes 
to go to Heaven, though it leads its 
courſe direatly to Hell, that thinks to 
arrive at the Feryſalem of blellednels , 
thorow the Samaria of prophanencls (as 
one expreſſer 1 it); but this is the faith, 
or rather the preſumption of the World, 
but we read, 1 7im. 1. 19. of heldirg 
faith and a zood co ſcience: andin tr Tim 
3.9. holding the myſtery of the faith in 
a pure conſcience. This heavenly Ma 
ma muſt be kept in a Golden Por: An 
impure lite will not juit with an hoty 
Faith: 

3. Prop- Third Propoſition 15, That 
true Faith makes the Word of God its 
Rule : It's guided and d:rcCted by the 
Word. The Promiles are the Supports 
which faith builds upon, and the pre 
cepts of the Word are a Rule to Faith, 
Heb. 11.8. By faith Abraham, when ; 
was called to go out into a place Py ch be 
ſhould after receive for an Inberitanc? 
obeyed, and he went out, not knowing whi- 


ther he went, Abraham knew he had 
Go! 
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God for his Guide, though he knew 
not a ſtep of the way he was to go. 
Faith bids us do that for which we can 
ive no» reaſon but this, That we are 
commanded to do it. Faith hath a light 
to its feet (faith one) that is the word 
of God, but none to its eyes : Faith 
eyes the Command for its Rule : Fazth 
can follow God blindtold : Indeed blind 
obedience is due to God, but to none 
elſe. Abravam was ſure of a good way 
and a good end , though he went he 
knew not whither. 

4. Prop. The fourth Propoſition 1s this, 
That true Faith doth aftuate Obedi- 
ence. 

Two things in the Spouſe did raviſh 
the heart of Chriſt (faith one), her 
lingle Eye of Faith, and her Neck- 
Chain of Obedience, Cant. 4. 9g: Faith 


* receiving Chriſt the Lord, is in it ſelf 
1, Virtual Obedience to the Commands 


of God. Faith and Obedience (faith 


Ri) 
300 


*Fone?) are the Fachim and the Boaz, the 
\IT\o Pillars of Practical Divinity : 
/-WFaith is that which renders our obedi- 


ence acceptable, Heb. 11.6, and the 
H 2. leaſt 
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leaſt at of obedience done in faith ſhall 
be accepted : Faith doth greatly influ- th: 
ence a believer in this whole work of | no? 
obedience ; as the Soul doth animate} is z 
the whole Body, ſo doth Faith animate ſcar 
the whole Body of a Chriſtians Obedi-Fhea 
ence; and as faith without works isme 
dead, ſo works without faith arefjall | 
dead. I 
or t 
3. Thirdly, How, and in what reſpefisÞver 
doth a Chriſtian live by Faith ? Ing, 
[ ſhall ſpeak to this in theſe ThreeſJſohi 
Caſes : Dow 
11% 
t. Firſt, He lives by Faith an the perivith 
formance of all his Duties, and enjoymentFat 
of all the Ordinances, 5ne 
2. Secondly, In and upon all the Proffie ri; 
miſes. lore 
3. Thirdly, In all Providences. | 1 
ri 
t. A Believer lives by Faith in peru 
formance of all his Duties, and in the enſſiie | 
joyment of all Ordinances, Heb. 16. 6f-irit 
He that cometh unto God, muſt belieuPtren 
that be is>&c- Nothing is well dony 2. 
thaſChri/ 
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that is not done in faith ; whatſoever is 
of not of faith is fin, and without faith it 
ate [is impoſſible to pleaſe God ; therefore he is 
atecaretul to pertorm all Duties in faith, 
di- hears 1n faith, reads the Word in faith, 
s isImeditates in faith ; he exerciſes faith in 
arefjall holy Duties and Ordinances. 
1. Eaith fetcheth in ſtrength from Chriſt 
or the performance of Duties : A. belie- 
ever as not in his own ftrength, know- 
ing, that without Chriſt he can do nothinr, 
xreefſohn 15. 5. Faith ſees aſſiſtance in the 
ower of God ; Faith carries the Soul 
ut of its own Strength, and inveſts it 
pervith the Strength of Chriſt ; Faith: ſees 
nent for every new \\ ork new Strength 
;needful, without which no duty can 
Proqe rightly performed : the Soul is there- 
bore by Faith carried on 1n the perſor- 
mance of all duties in the Strength of 
hriſt. The believer puts forth fre 
; perfets of Faith for freſh aſſiſtance. Ir is 
& ene property of Faith to ſhew ro a 
&. 6Kchriſtian his own Weakne(s and Chriſts 
Jie dtrength. 
don 2. Faith looks for acceptance through 
thaſChri/t : As it ſees aſſiſtance in the Pow- 
H 3 er 
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er of God, ſo acceptance in the Grace} © 
of God. Faith ſhews the believer, that} * 
both his perſon and performances are 
accepted in Chriſt, that God hath en- | 
oratiated us in his beloved Son our Me f © 
diator, Heb. 11. 4. By faith Abeloffer- ; 
ed unto God a more excellent ſacrifice thay ; 
Cain. A Cain may offer Sacrifice as | 
well as an Abel; a Doeg may ſet his c 
foot as far within the SanQtuary as af} !' 
David, but with difterent ſucceſs. z 

3. Faith brings Chriſt into Duties ay = 
Ordinances: It's not fatisfied without : b 
ſight of him : Faith converſeth with} © 
Chriſt in holy duties: O! faith rhe be C 
lieving Soul, that I may ſee God in ſuch} © 


4 Duty, and in ſuch an Ordinance ; ths 
believer knows Chriſt is the Subſtance} ? 
the Ordinances are but Shells and Sha /* 
dows, empty things without him, P/al 
63. 2. To ſeethy power and thy glory, | 
as I have ſeen thee in the ſanttuar) 
Faith brings Chriſt into the Word, with © 
out which the Word is unprofitable 
Heb. 4. 2. Faith and the Word mix [ 
| together, make an happy mixt-re, 
bleſſed compoſition 3 and fo in the $1 
cramen 
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crament of the Lords Supper, Faith is 
exerciſed in beholding a Crucified 
Chriſt ; the Believer ſces Chriſt as real- 
ly in the Sacrament, as1f he were Cru- 
cified before his eyes. Zaccheus, he 
climbs up into a Sycamore Tree to ſee 
Chriſt, LZuke 19. 4 The Ordinances 
are the Sycamore Tree on which a Be- 
lievers aſcends, and from thence he 
ſees Chriſt. A Chriſtian, by Faith, 
hath the fulleſt Vitons of God that 
are to be enjoyed ; Faith brings the 
believing Soul into further acquain- 
tance with God, by converſing in the 
Ordinances, as Philip joined himſelf 
to the Chariot in which the Eunuch 
was. So the Ordinances are the Cha- 
riots in which the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
Joins himſelf to Believers, Cazt. 3. 10. 

As the Lord promiſed to his people, 
Exod, 29. 43. There will I meet with 
the "children of Iſrael : and the taberna- 
cle ſhall be ſanttified by myglory. In the 
Ordinances, Faith expeas to meet the 
Lord, and to have ſweet converſe with 
him, Cart. 7. 5- The King 1s held in 
the Galleries ; it 15 Faith that hold him 
rhere. t4: 4. By 
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4+ By Faith, a Believer denies him- 
ſelf in all his Dutie; arrogares nothing 
to himſelf, but gives all to God. 7's 
not I, but the Grace of God in me, faith 
the Apoſtle Paul, x Cor. 15. 10. this 1s 
the Language of Faith. The Believer, 
when he hath done all, accounts him- 
ſelf but an unprofitable Servant. Faith 
is a Sel{-denying Grace, it ſets the 
Crown upon Chriſts Head. The Be- 
liever denies himſelt in pnint of Merit. 
God is 11s laſt end. Though he perform 
Duties, yet he docs not reſt in them, he 
glides thorow all his Dut.es and Ordi- 
nances unto God, and makes him his 
laſt end, Cant. 7. 13. Ar our gates are 
all manner of pleaſant fruits, which 1 
have laid up for thee, O my beloved. 
Thouzh a Chriſtian is not above Ordi- 
nances, yet Faith carries him beyond 
them. By Faith the Believer glorifies 
God, and live to him in all his Duties. 
Fhe Believer ſees not himſelf in his Du- 
ties, but God only, and eyes his glo- 
ry more than his own good. 
5. Faith keeps the Heart waiting 
upon God in holy Duties, though it 
+5 meets 
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meets with no preſent Incomes from 
him ; though» God do not fill theſe 
Conduit Pipes ; thouga the. golden 
Oil do not empty it felt thorow theſe 
golden Pipes. There is a preſent re- 
ward, which uſually God doth com- 
municate to his People, Pſal. 19. 11. 
And in keeping of them, (his righteous 
Judgments) there is great reward, 
Virtus eſt ibi ipft premium, Vertue is a 
reward to it ſelf. Goc's ſervice carries 
its reward with it ; but ſometimes God 
may, and doth ſuſpena this reward, 
and with-hold the {weet influences of 
his Grace. And when it is thus with 
the believing Soul, Faith is for wait- 
ing upon God. Faith tells the Soul, 
Wait ſtill upon God, and keep his way, 
for though God hide his face, yet it 
is but for a moment, he will come 
again. Deus non diſceſſit quando receſſit, 
God is not departed from his People, 
though he may withdraw from them 
for a time. The Sun may hide it ſelf 
in a Cloud, but is not out of the Fir- 
mament-; The Lord may hide his face, 


but he is not out of Covenant. 
Es Faith 
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Faith is therefore torwaiting, as the 
Prophet reſolved, /ſaiah 8. 17. 7 will 
wait upon the Lord, who hideth his face 
from the houſe of Facob, and will look for 
bin; and as David, Pſal. r19. 8. I will 
keep thy ſtatutes, oh forſake me not utter- 
ly. Faith tells the Soul, that the Vion 
is for an appointed time, but at the end 
it will ſpeak, and not Iye; though it 
tarry, wait for it, becauſe it wil! ſurely 
come, it will nor tarry, Faith will ne- 
ver ſay as they, Mal. 3. 14. 1t is vain to 
ſerve God, and what profit is tt, that 
we have kept his ordinances, and that 
we have walked mournfully before the 
Lord. 

6. Faith enlargeth and quickenet! 
the heart in Duties, it makes the belic- 
ving Soul like the Chariots of Amina- 
dab, of a willing people ——as Fehoſa- 
phats hear! was lifted up in the ways of 
God, fo Faith lifts up the heart in Gods 
ways, It ſtirs up holy breathings in thc 
Soul aiter God, Pſal. 119. 20. My heart 
breaketh (faith holy David) for the loug- 
ing it hath unto thy judgments at all 


?emes : It is as Oyl to quicken the Soul | 


m 
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in the ways of God, Pſal. 119. 60. 7 
made haſte, and delayed not to keep thy 
commandments. 

7. Faith waits for the future reward 
of all, a believers ſervices and ſuffer- 
ings, YVerily there is a reward for the 
righteous ; but it 1s to be enjoyed in an- 
other world, and Faith waits for it. 
The everlaſting fruition of God in Glo- 
ry 1s the ultimate Onject of Faith, A 
man (ſaith one) doth not believe in 
Chriſr, as Chriſt, that doth not believe 
in him for eternal life, Paith ſees a 
reward in the bounty of God. And thus 
I have done with the firſt Inſtance, of 
living by Faith in holy Duties aud Ordi- 


HANCES., 


2. Iiſtnce : Secondly, 4 Chriſtiau 
lives by Faith, in and upon the Promiſes, . 
2 Pet. I. 4. hereby are given unto v5 ex- 
ceeding great and precous promiſes. Faith 
lives upon God in theſe Promiſes, and 
Faith can make a good living our of 


the Promiſes. Our Lord Jeſus tells us, 
That man /hall not live by bread alone, 


'& but by every ward that \proceedeth out of 


the 
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the mouth of God, Mat. 4. 4 Faith lives 
upon the word of Promiſe. 

rt. Firſt, Faith ſees the Truth and 
Veracity of God in the Promiſes, that 
they are ſure to build upon, that they 
are Tea and Amen in Chriſt, they ſtand 
upon a ſure foundation. The Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt is the Corner-Stone, upon 
which they are built; Chriſt is the 
Center, and the Promiſes are but as ſo 
many Lines in which they all meet: 
Chriſt is the Fountain, and the Promi- 
ſes are as ſo many Streams to which 
they all run: The Proiniſes lead to 
Chriſt, he himſelf is the great Pro- 
miſe, he was firſt promiſed, and all 
the Promiſes meer-in him : The Pro- 
miles are fure, becauſe God who hath 
promiſed is faithful, Heb. 10. 23. Faith 
ſees more reality in the Promiſes than 
in the things we ſee with our Eyes. 

2, Secondly, Faith lives and feeds up- 
on the Promiſes, it is the mouth of the 
Soul, which not only taſteth, bur chew- 
eth the promiſes and manifeſtations of 
God, and ſo maketh meat of them, 
Pſal. 74- 14. Meditation (faith one) 
turn- 
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turneth the promiſes into Marrow , 
every promiſe 1s a Diſh, and all the 
promiſes are a Royal Feaſt to Faith. A 
Chriſtian living by Faith upon the pro- 
miſes, fareth celicicuſly every day, he 
is fed with Manna. The Be keeps 
longeſt upon thoſe Flowers where ſhe 
finds moſt ſweetneſs. Faith harging 
upon the promiſes, finds much ſweets 
neſs in them; Faith ſets the ſoul down 
upon the Land of Promiſe, where it 1s 
ted with Milk and Honey. The belie- 
ving Soul lives upon the promiſes when 
it hath nothing in hand. Faith brings 
Chrift into the promiſes, and feeds up- 
on Chriſt in them, #e/h, to faith, 7s 
meat indeed, and whoſe blood 1s drink in- 
deed. 

3. Thirdly, Faith makes uſe of the 
Promiſes not only as Focd, but as Phy- 
ſick; They are not only a believers 
Food to feed him, but his Phyſick to 
purge him, 2 Cor. 7. 1: The Promiles 
cleanſe from all filthineſs of the fleſh, 
worldly luſts, and groſs corruptions ; 
and of the Spirit more ſpiritual Iluſts, 
as Pride and Pteſumption, &c. _ 

_—_ 
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deriveth holifteſs from the promiles - 
Faith applieth the promiſes, and the 
promiſes applied to the heart, makes 
the new Creature, (faith one), 2 Pet. 
1. 4. Whereby are given unto us exceed- 
ing great and precious promiſes, that by 
theſe you might be partakers of the di- 
wViite nature , having eſcaped the cor- 
ruption that is m the world through 
Luſt. 

4. Fourthly, Faith makes uſe of the 
Promiſes as Stars to direct the Soul in 
its way to Heaven ; they are a light to 
a believer in his journey homeward ; 
Every Chriſtian is bound for Heaven, 
and he makes uſe of the Promiles to 
guide him in his way thither. The 
b-liever looks to the promiſes, as the 
wiſe men did to the Star, to lead him 
to Chriſt, to Heaven, and Eternal Hap- 
pinels. 

5. Fifthly, Faith makes uſe of the 
Promiſes as Cordials to comfort the 


Soul. The Pron;iſes are full breaits of 


Conſolation to Faith : they are Sove- 
raign Cordials to revive and chear him 
in all his fainting fits, Pſal. 27.1 3. 7 h4 
fainte 


_ 
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fainted, unleſs I had believed to ſee the 


goodneſs of the Lord in the Lind of the li- 
ving. Faith in the Promiſes is the cure 
of all diſcouragements, P/al. 119.50. 
This is my comfort in my affliction, for thy 
word hath quickened me. 

6. Sixthly, Faith antedatcs the Pro» 
miſes, and makes things abſent to be 
preſent ; 1t gives a ſubi!tantial b-ing to 
the things hoped for, //-%. 11.1. It 
doth fubſtantizte things notfeen : Faith 
puts the Future Tenſe into the Preſent 
Tenſe, and makes evil things preſent 
afar off, and good things abſent to be 
preſent: Ir is the convincing Evidence 
of things not ſeen, and 'pretents them 
to the Soul as the greateſt realit;es, 
2 Cor. 4 18. It is faid of the Patri- 
archs, Heb. 11. 13. Theſe all died in 
faith, not having received the promiſes, 
but having ſeen them afar off, and were 
perſwaded of them, and embraced them ; 
falured them, as the word fignifies 1n 
the Original. . Salutations are among 
Friends when they meet: Faith brought 
them and the Promiſes together ; 7 Ley 
kiſſed Chriſt (ſaith one) #2 the m_ 
es, 
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ſes, and were interchangably kiſſed of 


him, being drawn together by mutual dear 
affetion. Faith makes uſe of the Pro- 
miles as a ProſpeQtive-Glaſs, where- 
by it ſees into Heaven , and takes 
a View of the Glory of the other 
World. 

7. Laſtly, Faith ſtirs up, and actu- 
ates patience to wait for the good 
things promiſed, Row. 8. 24, 25. To 
wait for the accompliſhment of all 
the promiſes, which Faith aſſures the 
Soul ſhall be in due time, and the time 
is not long, Heb. 10. 37. For yet a lite 
tle while , and he that ſhall come will 
come, and will not tarry. There are 
Two Diminutives in the Greek, Tet 
a little while. Chriſts coming will be 
the fulfilment of all the Promiſes, and 
it will not be long before he come, 
Rev.22.12. Behold, 7 come quickly, and 
my reward is with me, Chriſt is that No- 
ble man 1n the Parable, that is gone 
into a far Countrey, to reccive to him- 
felt a Kingdom, and to return, Lake 
I9. I2. "And then he will ive a 
Reward to all his faithful Servants. 
Thus 
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Thus much, for the Second In- 
ſtance. 

3- Inſtance : 4 Believer lives by 
faith in all Providences. Gods Provi- 
dence is of a large extent, his kingdom 
ruleth over all, Pfal: ro3. 19- the King- 
dom of his Providence. The Lord 
doth exerciſc his people under various 
Providences, though all his decrees and 
purpoſes are ſtable, and admit not of 
the leaſt change, Fo 23. 13, He is of 
one mind, and who can turn him? Yet 
his providences are very variable. The 
Scene of providence doth often change, 
and in all the changes of providence, 
4 believer lives by Faith. 

A Believer lives by Faith in, 


Adverſity. 
2. Proſperity. 


1. Firſt, He lives by Faith in Ad- 
verſity, 1n all dark providences, when 
the faceof providence is fad and lowr- 
Ing, as Solomon ſpeaks of a brorher, 
that he is born for adverſity, Prov.17.17. 
lo I may fay of Faith. 

I 


rt. Firft, 
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1. Firft, Fiith looks upon both ſides of 
Gods afflictive Diſpenſations ; wx fees in 
the dari, and it can fce beſt in the 
dark. The Eve of Faith 15 wna!l, 
quickeſt in the darkeſt N1gi2t of 1 rou 
ble ; it ſces light in darknets, as the 
Tſraelites looked upon the br plit tid 
of the Cloud : The darkeit and mol 
diſmal prov o :nces are light to F 
Light wi] come a:ter darkncts yca, -it 
Will þ OY Oh 56 (3 . Go, (1ait!) 


wy 8% hy 


41t! £ 


Faith) will com: z1(1 | hn ne out 
of darincts, Pijt renebras ſpero lucem , 
Aiter | [1c | 4 JP. Gor | | gin 16 t!) 
langut ze .0. zaith, It 15 1eporte 4 of 
M er * # 1tt] fey. that TY > C1}; C\ C Þ 
109 to the Stake, he comtorted his 16+ 
low ſv{icrers with theſe wor !s. Be 


good cheer (my brethren), we [hal 7 
ſuch a Candle in England 15; day, : 
ſhall! zever be put out. When 1:row lk 
15 near at hana, Fa! th fees Go1 near 5! 
hand; it enjoys a Feaſt in : | 
it finds Vincy ards in the Wildern. 
Hoſea 2..15, 16. and fetcheth com r' 
out of diſcointort, 2 t. -3 | 
honey out of the rock, and oy! 


flinty rock. 2. $t- 


' 


Y « 
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2, Secondly, Faith ſees an All-ſufficien- 
'Y 78 God in the Qre ateſt } failure of Creas 
'ure-enjoyments : W hen the Streams are 
cried up, the Fountain is ſull, and Fairh 
n the want of the Streams, lives upon 
the Fountain, it lives upon Divine Im- 
mutable All-tufficiencv, Heb. 3. 17. 
although thi  fiz-tree fhall 't bloſſom, net. 
er { all fruit - in the vine, the labour 
f the Olive ſþall fail, and the fields ſhall 


eld 112 WE 1 '& the {lock 1 TH ' be CHl wy 


lr0977 tie fold, 61H 1 there /kall be no he ra 


1 the /talls, yet (ſaith the Prophet, wv. 
18.) P will rejoice i: the Lord, I will joy 

» the God of my ſalvation. Faith ſees 
l Supphes in Gods All-tufticiency : 
aith tells the believer. the L ord hath 
ven himſelf, and 2ll ta t he hath to 
1s pcople.. Thus 4braham lived by 
auh upon Gods All. wifi C:ency, when 
e Was ore" to ofter up his Son, 
feb. 11.17, 18. He bclicvcd in God as 
All-turhicient, 

3. Thirdly, Faith ſuits the heart of a 
Believer to all Gods Pro vidences : It 
orks 1n the Soul fuitable Diſpoſirions 


#0 his Diſpenſations ; it enables a Chr: 


| 2 {tar 
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ſtian to wait upon God in the way of, ,, 
his Judgments, {ſaiah 26-9, If God 
frown in his providence, the Soul is 
humble and low ; if God {mile, it re- #; 
joyceth : Faith prepares the Soul to fol-F ,,,, 
low God in all his ways 3 1t tells the 
Sul, that all Sufferings which arefſ 4; 
leſs than Hell, are far leſs than 


us 

{in. lin 
ES ; DER | 

rt. Faith is a calming aud quieting 
Grace ; it. allays all Storms in the Soulſ , * 


of a Chriſtian, Pſalm 42.1r. The Pſal- 
miſt found great diſquietments in his p.. 
Soul, and he feeks to ſtill and allay 
them by faith, which 1s indeed the curef| 14... 
of all diſcouragements. It 1s reportedf 
of a ccrtain precious Stone, That if it 
be caſt into the Sea, though never {af p,. 
rempeſtuous, it will procure a Calmy | - 
50 faith calms the Soul, quiets the Con 
icience; Faith carries up our Souls to Go 
God. and centers them in the Rock that 
1s higher than we. | 
2. Faith will blefs God as well unde -* 
zwifery as under mercy. So holy Job doth 
The Lord hath given, and the Lord hat 
taken away, bleſſed be the name of th 
Lord 
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' Lord: He bleſſed a taking as well as a 
giving God. Faith fills the heart with 
an an holy Contentation, Phil. 4. rr. 
I have learned (faith the Apoſtle) 7n 
whatſoever ſtate I am, therewith to be 
content: Faith teacheth the Soul this 
divine art of Contentment, and makes 
us willing to want what God 1s not wil- 
ling to give. 

3. Faith will make the beſt Con(trufti- 
on of all Gods afflittive Providences : as 
'J to ſee Love in his Anger, Smules in his 
Frowns, that God doth not forſake his 
people, though he ſeems to torſake 
them. Thus faith fuits the heart to all 
Gods Providences. 

. Faith brings the Providences and 
Promiſes of God together, which to cn Eye 
of Sence are at a great diſtance, and irre« 
concilable ; Bur Faith reconciles all 
Gods Providences to his Promiſes, and 
_ ſecs a bleſſed harmony in that ſeeming 
Ciſcord : Faith tells the Soul, Thar 
Gods Works are all Comments upon 
his Word, and that God by contrary 
providences doth fulfil his Word : As 
Luther ſaid, God doth all things for his 


I 3 peo- 
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people by the contraries. The valley 
Achor is given for a door of hope, Hoica 
2. I5. Pſalm 112. 4 Unto the upright 
there ariſeth light in darkneſs. 

. Faith makes not Providence, but 
the Word of God its Rule. Providence 
15a Rule to Sence, but it 1s no Rule to 
Faith. Sence judges of things accord- 
ing to outward appearance, but Faith 
makes up a judgment of things accord- 
ing to the Word. That which is a 
Chriſtians Rule, , muſt be ſtable and un- 
variable, clſe it's but a crooked Rule : 
Providence is very variable and change- 
able , therefore -cannot Le a Rule to 
Faith. - 

6. Laſtly, Faith enablzs the Believe; 
to wait the Tiſſues: of all Gods affliclivs 
Providences. He that believeth , ma- 
keth not haſte. Job was excrciſed un- 
der various affliftions ; he was follow- 
ed with a Series of Troubles, but hc 
living by faith, ſaw to the end of them, 
and out-lived them all, Fames 5. 11. 
Faith doth not conſider afflictions in 
their Nature and Beginning (25 one 
doth well obſerve), but in their Tfjuc 
and 
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and End, /7eb. 12. ir. God will give 
an happy end to all the ailiftions of 
bt | his people. 
Tr. A gracions End: The fruit of af- 
at } fliction 15 to take awav fin, 7/aah 27.9. ' 
ce | and they do yield the peaccable fruits 
to | of rightcouſnels unto them which are 
d- Þ exerciſed thereby, 
th 2. Axlorious End, 2 Cor. 4. 17. For 
d- | our light affliction, which is but for a mo- 
a | ment, maketh for us a far more exceeding 
n- and eternal weight of glory. 


"O 2. Secondly, A Believer lives by faith 
to | i Proſperity ; In all the ſmites of Pro- 
vidence, wlien he waſh<th his tieps with 


»07 | Butter, and when the Rocks pours him h 
v.41 out Rivers of Oy1, when the Candle of b 
34- || the Lord ſhines ypon his Tabernacle, as Z 
1n- | David did, Pſal. 7 3.25. Whom have TI in i 
w- | heaven bat thee. 20 there is noue on earth 0 
he} that 7 defire befrdes thee. [/ 
m, | 
I f. I- Faith teacheth a Chriſtian to poſſe {s ' 


inf all earthly things ſelf-deayingly, to have 
"ef them as 1! he had- them not, 1 Cor. 7. 
39. tolook upon them with a parting 

I 4 eye. 
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eye. ' Faith ſhews us things as rhey are, 
it makes a true Judgment, and gives 
right Eſtimate ot all temporal and tran- 
ſitory things, and that our earthly 
Mountain doth not ſtand ſo ſtrong but 
it may ſoon be removed. Faith tclls 
us, That all carihly things arc vain 
and empty as to Soul-ſatis?aCtion : I: 
writes Solomons Inſcription upon them, 
Vanity of vanities, all is vanity, He 
that expecteth SatisfaQtion from the 
Creature, ſhall never find Contenta- 
tion in the Creature; and he that 
expeCteth no Satisfaction from the 
Creature, hath Contentation in any 


portion of the Creature. The 411 of 


this World (faith one) is but one re- 
move from a meer Not'ing. Divitic 
Corporales paupertatis plene of (faith 


another), Earthly Riches are full of 


Poverty. Faith ſhews the Believer, 
That no part of his Eternal Happi- 
neſs doth conſiſt in theſe Earthly 
Things, for they are in . motion 
whilſt he hath them in poſleſl- 
ON. 


2. Faith 
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2. Faith centers tlic believing ſoul 
in God, as its only happineſs ; and it 
ſhews a Chriſtian, that there are better 
things to be enjoyed in God, than the 
World can afford, fo that the believer 
ſetcheth his comforts from a higher 
ſpring than the World. David in the 
greateſt confluence of Creature-enjoy + 
ments, breathed out this Language, hows 
have Tin Heaven but thee. &c. Faith 
tells the gracious ſoul rthele earthly 
Comiorts are but broken Ciſterns ; 
God is the Fountain of Living Waters. 
It was a ſaying of Luther, Valde Pro- 
teſtatus ſum, I have jolemuly proteſted, 
that I will not be put off with theſe 
things. And it was an excellent 
ſpcech of Galeatius, Curſed be that mar, 
who eſteems all the World to be worth one 
hours Communion with Jeſus Chriſt, Rev. 
12.1. We read of a Woman cloathed 
with the Sun, and having the Moon 
under her feet; a true Emblem of a 
Believer. By Faith, a Chriſtian fees 
that theſe ſvublunary things are not to 
ke reſted in, therctore lic glides thro” 
them unto God ; not Earth, but Hea- 
ven 
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ven is his Center. As that Piſgrim, 
travelling to Jeruſalem, though he met 
with comfortable accommodations, 
and many delightiul objects in his 
Journy, yet he faid,. 7his 75 not Feruſa- 
| lem. So a Chriſtian, though he meet 
with many objeds to delight his ſenſes 
here, yet he faith, This 7s net Hea- 
ven, this is not my Ref. | 

3. Faith brings God into all a Chri- 
ſtians outward comforts : He fees the 
love of God in them, and taſteth the 
ſweetneſs of God in the ſweetneſs of 
them ; and by theſe ſtreams is led up 
to the Fountain. Faith tells the Be- 
liever, that Love is the ſpring and 
fountain from whence all his mercics 
flow, and that he cnjoys cornmon 
mercies from ſpecial favour: And this 
makes them fo ſweet to a Chriſtian, 
he taſtes a {weetneſs in theſe outward 
mercies that others do not. Irs God 
in'theſe mercies, that graciovs ſonls 
look at, and are delighted with, Gem: 
33. We read that when Jacob came to 
ofter his Preſent ro his Brother Fax, 
he faid, 7 have exouzh my Brother, v. 9. 
And 
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And Facov in the rxith verſe, faita ao 
that he ha! / enough. but there was God 
in Facobs enough, which was not in 
Eſau's. Efauſaid, I hove exourh, with- 
out any meniion.of Gad, but Facob 
mentions God in his enough 7 ake 
(faith he to his Brother) pray thee, 
my Bleſſing. that is brouzht to thee be- 
caule God bath done 7 rraciouſly with me, 
and becauſe I have enouth, A B=!:icyver 
enjovs God in his outward comtcrts, 
which others donor, 

Faith teacheth a Chriftian to make 
a right ule ot all his outward Merctes, 
to make uſe of them as comforts 
againſt his neceſlities; not as maſters 
of his aftcons, he lives above them, 
his ale ons are ſet upon higher and 
betcer objects, Col. 3. 1, 2. Faith makes 
ings ſubordinate, it keeps them 
fo that they do not Monopo- 
lize the heart of a Chriltiin, nor Uſurp 
the, Throne in his Soul ; 1s ates the 
World as not abuſing it. iz fooruld 
fe Riches (faich 012) but not evjoy them, 
And fo I mry fay of all other outw2rd 
Mercies, What w2 uo is fol for ſome 
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other end, what we enyoy is enjoyed for 
it ſeif. The Creature muit only be 
uſed, becauſe it ſhould always be di- 
rected to ſome further end. God 
ought to be loved for himſelf, there- 
fore he only is to be enjoyed ; *tis an 
excellent temper, comfortably to uſe 
outward bleſſings, while God ſhall con- 
tinue them, and contentedly to part 
with them, when God ſhall remove 
them. A Chriſtian by Faith, attains 
to this excellent temper, and frame 
of ſpirit. Faith teacheth the Believer 
to improve his outward comforts for 
God; as hc receives them from his 
Grace, fo to return them to his Glory. 
And this is to make a right uſe of 
theſe earthly things, to expend and 
lay them out for God ; this is to make 
Earth ſubordinate to Heaven. Tolay 
out for God, is better than to lay up 
for our ſelves. Yea, to loſe for God, 
is better than to enjoy for our 
elves. The Believer by Faith doth 
ſpiritualize carnal things, and here- 
by he extras Heaven out of Earth,and 
r7econciles Heaven and Earth topether. 

4A. Fourth- 
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4 Fourthly, But it 'may be Queried, 
What influence hath Faith upon a Chri- 
{tians Life above all other Graces. 

Anſw. x. Faith unites the Soul to 
Chriſt; it hath the preheminence in 
our union with him ; it brings Chriſt 
into the heart of a Believer, who is 
his life, Fpb. 3-17. Faith effets an 
union betwixt Chriſt and the believing 


Soul, and this union is the ground of 


communion. All the communications 
of Chriſt flows from the Souls union 
with him. Rev. 3.20. Behold, I ſtand 
at the door and knock : if any man hear 
my voice, and open the door, I will come 
*nto him, and will ſup with him, and he 
with me. It 1s Faith that opens the 
door of the heart to Chriſt, and lers 
him 1n. 

Sec:n4ly, Faith as immediately up- 
on Chriſt, and conſiders him in his 
whole Mediatory Latitude ; for .1o is 
he the obje&t of Faith. Ir looks to 
Chriſt in all his Offices,, of King, 
Prieſt and Prophet, as having all full- 
neſs dwelling in him, and furnithed 
with all abilities to fave, Zeb. 7. 25. 
Faith 
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Faith lets the Soul into Chriſts Alſ- 
ſufficiency, into all thoſe rich Trea- 
{ures of Grace which are in him ; his 
- unſearchable Riches. Faith inveſts the 
Sowl with the ſttength ot Chriſt, 
Phil. 4. 13. 1 can do all things, through 
Chriſt, which PO me, faith- the 
believing Soul. The believer goes out 
of his own own ſtrength, unto Chriſt 
for ſtrength ; and out of his own wiſ- 
dom, unro him, R_ of God, is made 
t5 every Believer Wiſdom, Ri ghte- 
vuſneſs, SanAtification and Redemp- 
tion, I Cor. 1. 3O. 

Thirdly, Ic is the Property of Faith, 


to make an impartial reſignation of 


the Soul to Chrift. As Faith Lrings 
Chriſt into the foul, ſo 1t carries up 
the foul to him. Lhe vitality and 
eſſential Nature of Faith, doth conſiſt 
in a re{figning of its Reaſon, Will and 
AfeAions, to Feſus Chriſt, according 
to the terms of the Covenant, to be 
Tavght, Guided and Govcrned by 
him. Fazth lives in Chriſt, and upon 
him. It is the Genius of Faith, to be 
Ruled by Chriſt in all things, (1.) In 
ſpiritual 
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{piritual Dutics, and holy Ordinances 
Faith waitz to {ce the POWET and 
glory of Gud ; it waits for the moving 
an! ſorring of the Waters for power 
from Chrilt, and the by eathi ings of the 
ſpirit. (2.dly. ) Lo the works of his or- 
dinary calling the Believer ; ferve the 
Lord Jeſus in them, and by Faith 
maintain an heavenly heart in all his 
eartily employments. While he 1s on 
Eartii he lives in Heaven. Faith (faith 
one) is ſach a Grace, as brings down the 
Kingdom of Chriſt into the meaneſt Trades 
the Believer is employed about. Thus 
Faith uniting our _ to Chriſt, and 
ating - immediately upon him, con- 
ſf:dering him in his whole Mediatory 
Latitude, and enabling the ſoul to 
make its impartial re{1snation to Jeſus 
Chriſt, hath an influcnce more, and 
above any other grace, upon a Chriftz- 
ans lie. 

Uſe 1 this be ſo, that the life 
which Raliey ers live here in the ficth, 
$ a lile of Faith, then we may fcc a 
great and Witt: difference betwixt 2 
Believer and an Unbeliever; as they 

difter 
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differ in their Principles, fo in their 
Lives. The Unbeliever feeth and judg- 
eth of things according to Senſe ; the 
Believer judgeth of things according 
to.what Faith ſuggelts ; he knows and 
underſtands all things by Faithy eb. 
11.3. Throuzh Faith we underſtand that 
the worlds were framed by the word of 
God. Faith is not contrary to Reaton, 
but its above Reaſon. The Saints be- 
lieve for things that their Reaſon can- 
not comprehend ; and this gives a Rea- 
ſon why they are not diſcouraged in 
the greateſt Troubles. Nothing can 
diſcourage us it we believe, for Faith 
can encounter the greateſt troubles, 
and in the ſharpeſt conflicts can bear 
up its head. Ir is the true life-blood 
of Courage againſt all ſpiritual Difft- 
culties. /f theChallenger be on the left hand 
to defie us, Faith ſees( ſaith one)theCham- 
pion on the right hand to defend us. If 
the Invader be behind, the Protector 
is before us, Zach. 3. 1, 2. 

Uſ? 24. Then here we ſee the blel- 
ſedneſs of rhe life of Faith ; no lite like 
it but the liſe of Viſion, and that 1s 
Heaven. 


Of the « Life of Faith. 139 
Heaven. Indeed, he that lives by 
Faith, lives in the very Suburbs of 
Heaven ; his better part is there. His 
Soul by Faith, takes poſſeſſion of the 
Crown of Heaven, whilſt his Body is 
__ e Earth. The Life of Paith! , 
ſweet and comfortable Life. 

is 1 Life above, Phil. 3. 20. A Clu 

ſtian by Faith, can make up a true 
Jadgment ot things. The Believer 
judgeth of things by their inviſible in- 
fide (as one faith) not by their outward 
appearance ; he ſees a far greater ugli- 
weſs in fin than in the moſt deformed mon- 
/ter, and be ſees the beauty and excellen- 
cy of holineſs The worth of ſpiritual 
things 1s not obvious to ſenſe, but it 1s 
to faith, Zeb. 11. 27. Moſes by Faith, 

faw him who is inviſible ; and this 
mult needs be very ſweet and comfor- 
table. God himſelf is viſible to Faith, 

and it ſeeth not only the back parts, 

but the face of God. 7he Eſſence of 
God is as clear to that eye (faith a Reve- 
rend Divine) as any of his Attributes. 

Yea, his Eſſence is as plain to Faith 
25 any of his Works are to Senſe. 
Faith 
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Faith adhereth to God, loveth God, 


nd 
= 
. 
- 
= 


and rejoyceth in him ; the Beheve: 
walketh as in the preſence of God. 
Pſal. 16.8. I have ſet the Lord always 
before me. 

2. It is a quiet and contented life. 
Faith lcdgeth a blefſed calm in the 


Conſcience, 1t fills the Soul with | 


Peace, Rom. 15. 13. It allays all ſtorms, 
it makes the Sun to ſhine when clouds 
and darkneſs are round about us. Faith 
can hve contentedly in any condition, 
it can breathe in any Air, with the 
Salamander can live in the fire, tor 
Faith gives the Believer a poſletſion of 
ail things, 2 Cor. 6. 10. As having no- 
thing, yet poſſeſſing all things. Though 
a Chriſtian have nothing in hand, yet 
he poſtciles all things by Faith. A Be- 


licver poſlcfſesGod who hath all things, 
Qui habet habentem omnia habet omnia, 
He that hath him who hath all things, 
hath all things. God is bonum in quo 
omnia bowa, The 700d in whom there is 
al! good Faith, by the ſame hand empties 
and fills. 1 Tim.6. 6. Godlineſs hath 4 
Self-ſu/iciency. Faith fills the Believer 
with all Treaſures. 3- The 


Of the Life of Faith. 139 
3. The lif- of Fazth is a God-Honours- 
ing, and a Chriſt-Exalting Lite, Rom. 4. 
>o. Abraham .being ſtrong in Faith, 
* gave glory to God. We honour God 
by believing faith gives all glory to 
God, arrogates nothing to it ſelf. 
Unbelief is a God oor Sin : 
Faith is a God-honouring, a Chriſt- 
exaiting Grace 3 and there 1s no Grace 
that God honours, more than Fazth. 
The Believer can truſt in God, even 
when he appears as an Enemy ready 
to ſlay him ; he caſts himſelt into Gods 
arms, when there appears nothing but 
trowns in his face. Fob. 13. 15. Though 
he ſlry me, yet will 7 truſt in him. Job 
did not think God an Enemy, though 
he ſhould ſlay him. Faih will have 
pood thoughts of God, let him do 
what he pleaſe. Faith maintains high 
and honourable thoughts of God 
whatever troubles the Believer is ex- 
erciſed with. Paul exulted in tine Jove 
of Chriſt amidſt the greateſt trou- 
bles and ſharpeſt trials, Rom. 8, 38, 39. 
It will ſpeak well ot God, I evil 
ſoever it receive from his hand. 
R 2 & The 
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4. The life of faith is a fruitful life ; 
it's full- of good Works. Faith evi- 
dences it ſelt by good Works, Fam. x. 
18. And without works faith 1s dead. 
Faith is no barren grace, it makes a 
Chriſtian fruittul in every good work. 
The Life of Faith is a Holy Life, and 
therefore a Bleſſed Life. Faith 1s an 
active Principle, it cxerts all other 
Graces ; thoſe worthy aAs of Grace, 
As Abels excellent Sacrifice, Enoch's 
walking with God, Abraham's Obedi- 
ence, Moſes's Selt-denial ; all are aſcri- 
bed to Faith, Heb. 11. 4, 5, 8, 24- 
Faith works by love, and it diſcovers 
Chrift to the Soub as an objet moſt 
lovely and defirable, Cart. 5. 16. Faith 
makes a Chriſtian that he ſhall neither 
be barren, nor unfruittul, in the know- 
ledge of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. x. 5, 6, 
7,0. 

5. The Life of Faith is a moſt ſub- 
Iime Lite ; he lives above the World 
who lives by Faith. The way of life is 
above, tothe Wiſe, ſaith Soloman, Prov. 
I5.24. By faith the believer over- 
comes the World, and lives above it, 


1 Foh, 
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xs Joh. 5.4. It's called the Victory that 
overcometh the World, becauſe ir gives 
. the believer Victory over the World. 

': A Chriſtian living by taith, ſets hi; 
feet upon the World, and tramples up- 
on all ſublunary things. He that lives 
by faith, lives by Laws of Heaven; as 
his Name is written in Heaven, fo his 
Converſation 15 there, Phil. 3. 20. 
mairdryy, Our City converſe, as the 
word ſignifies, CG orpore ambulam':s in Fer- 
ra Corde habitamus jn Czlo (faith one) 
We have our Bodies on Earth, out 
Hearts in Heaven, The Believer 
lives by the ſame Laws the Saints and 
Angels do in Heaven ; as Stars, tho 
ſometimes ſeen in the puddle, yer have 
their ſcituation in Heaven. So the 
Believer hath his converſation in Hea«- 
ven, though his commoration be on 
Earth. He who lives by Faith, walks 
with God (as Enoch did) therefore he 


lives above the World. The life of 


Faith is a very contemplative life. The 
B:licver ſoars aloft in his contempla- 
tions of God. Faith is a contempla- 
tive grace, and it loves to live upon 

K 3 the 
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he Mount of Divine Contemplation. 
Faith is converſant in Heaven, in con* 
verſing with God, and contempla- 
ting his glorious Excellencics ana Per- 
feCtions. 

Tſe 3. Of Exhortation : Then live 
by Faith; walk by Faith as the Apoitle 
faith, 2 Cor: 5+ 7. We walk by faith, and 
not by (ight. Live by Faith in pertor- 
mance of all your Daties, in the en- 
joyment of all Ordinances 3 live by 
Faith in and upon the promiles, and 
in all providences, in every condition, 
in proſperity, and in adverſity, live 
by Faith. Faith will make the moſt 
dolorous condition joyful and comfor- 
table; it makes adverſity amiable. 
Labour to be more acquainted with the 
life of Faith. 

1, Conſider it'sa Duty. (2z.) It's a 
Priviledge, It is a Duty. The Juſt 
ſhall live by Faith, that is, they oughr 
to live by Faith. Irs required that 


they ſhould live by faith in all Condi- 
tions, 1ſ27.2.6.4.7ruſt in the Lord for ever. 

2+ As 1t is our Duty, ſo 1t 1s our 
Priviledge : 


To live by faith is moſt 
com- 
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comfortable living. He that lives by | 
faith, walks in the light when others | 
walk in darkneſfs;fairh can ſ-e light thro 
the clouds of the darkeſt Diſpenſations. 
The dark Valley of the thadow of Death | 
is light to faith. He that lives by taith | | 
acts like God, tor as God brings light 

out of darkneſs, comtort out of ſor- 

Irow, riches out of poverty, and glory 
| out of ſhame, fo doth Faith bring light 
out of darkneſs, extra&t ſweet out of - 
bitter, plenty cut of poverty, and 
glory out of ſhame ; it turns Counters 
into Gold, Pebbles into Pearls, Sick- 
neſs into Health, and Want into Abun- 
dance. Oh! The Excellency of the 

Life of Faith, 

. It is the proper lite of a Chriſttan, 

, wherein is he diſtinguiſhed trom 
others but by his Frith, This Life of 
Faith, is the diſcriminating Character 
of a true Saint, By this L ife of Faith, 
the Grace of a Chriſtian is viſible ; he 
who lives by Faith, lives and walks 
like a Chriſtian indeed. It 1s Faith, 
and not Profeſſion, that is the Cha- 
racteriſtical note of a true Chriſtian. 
K 4 4. It 
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4. It is a Life moſt grateful and ac- 
ceptable to God: No Lite pleaſeth him 
like the Life of Faith : Our Duties per- 
formed in Faith are very acceptable to 
God, Heb. 11. 4. Abel by faith obtain- 
ed this teſtimony, that he pleaſed Gad. 
It is ſaid, Heb. 1. 23. That by faith Jo- 
ſeph gave commandment concerning hts 
bones. This, though it ſeemeth to be 
but 2 ſmall matter, yet being done in 
Faith, hath an honourable mention : 
The leaſt thing done 1n Faith 1s accept- 
ed, when the greateſt things not done 
in Faith are rejected. 

5. By this lite of faith the Saints ob- 
tain a good report, 6. 11. 2.39. By 
it the Elders obtained a good report : It 
makes Bzlievers renowned, and doth 
eternallize their Names, 1 Thef. 18. for 
from Vort founded out the word of the 
Lord, not only in Macedonia and Achata, 
but alſo in every place your faith to God- 
ward is ſpread abroad. They who live 
by faith, receive an honourable Teſti- 
mony from God and all good men: It 
g1ves a man aname betcer than that. of 
dons or of Daugters, an everlaſting 
Name 
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name that ſhall never be forgot- 
ten. 

6+ The Lite of Faith prepares the 
Soul for the Life of Viſion; the Viſt- 
ons of Faith prepare us tor the Viſions 
of Glory. Faith ſhall ſhortly be ſwal- 
lowed up in Viſion, and hope in Fruiti- 
on: He that lives a life of Faith on 
Earth, ſhall live a life of Viſion in Hea- 
ven. The Saints walk by Faith here, 
they ſhall walk by ſight hereaiter. 

7. The Lile of Faith is a certain paſ- 
ſage to the Life of Glory. Salvation 
is the cnd of Faith, 1 Pet. 1.9. Recet- 
ving the end of your faith, even the ſal- 
vation of your ſouls Salvation 1s the 
period and pertetion of Faith. True 
Faith will infallibly bring us to Hea- 
ven, end to an cverlaſting life of Vi- 
ſion. 


Dire&ions : But what muſ! we do that 
we may live by faith? 

x. Firſt, Then labour to get your faith 
ſtrengthened. He that lives by faith 
had nced have much faith. Pray ( as 


the Diſciples did ) Lord increaſe our 
faith : 
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faith: A little faith is not enough to 
live by in every Condition; We meet 
with many diſcouragements, great dit- 
ficulties, and dark providences ; we 
had need therefore ſtrengthen our faith, 
as the Apoſtle prays, 2 Theſ. r. 11. 
Wherefore alſo we pray always for you, 


that our God would count you worthy of 


this calling, and fulfil all th: good plea- 
fare of his goodneſs, and the work of faith 
with power. Faith doti ſupport and 
bear up the whole frame of Salvation ; 
therefore it had need be frong. 

2. Secondly, Bevery converſant inthe 
Promiſes, and be treaſuring them up in 
thy heart: Be as the good Scribe, 1n- 
ſtructed unto the Kingdom of God , 
who bringeth forth out of his Treaſury 
things new and old. The promiſes are 
pabulum fidei, the food that taith lives 
upon. 

3. Thirdly, Record all thy Experien- 
ces of God : Experience is a good Nurſe 
to Faith. Faith can call to mind for- 
mer Experiences, and live upon them 
in the want of preſent Experiences , 
Pfalm 77. 10, 11. But I will remember 
the 
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he years of the right hand « if the moſt 
high : I will remember the works of the 
Lord, ſurely I will remember thy wonders 
of old ; 

Thus labour to ſtrengthen thy faith 
by the Power of God, by the Word of 
God, and by thy Experiences of his 
Love, that thou maiſt ſay with the 
Apoſtle, And the life which I now l:ve 7 
_ fle(b, I live by the faith of the Son of 
God. 
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A Catalogue of Books Print- 
ed Ng and are to h Sold by 


Edward Giles, Book ſeller in 
- Norwich , near the Market- | 


place. 


Everal Diſcourſes concerning aQual 
| Providence. | 

A Word in Seaſon. 

Defenſive Armour againſt four of Sa- 
tans moſt fiery Darts. 

Sermons upon - the: whole firſt and | 
ſecond Chapters of the Canticles. 

Thirteen Sermons upon ſeveral uſe- 
ful Subjes. All publiſhed by Fob Col- 
lins, D, D. of Norwich. 

The way of the Spirit in bringing 

Souls to Chriſt. 
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